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Jefferson St. Property
Almost Ready
for Family
Thanks to continued community support
and lots of hard work by local volunteers,
our property at 81 Jefferson St. should
soon be ready for occupancy by a family
in our Transitional Housing Program.
The two-bedroom, 1176 Square foot
home, which was built in 1900 has all
new windows and trim, a complete
interior paint job (ceilings, walls, trim and
floors!) and new ceilings, air conditioners
and area rugs. A kitchen remodel is in
progress and a new bathroom floor and
tub surround are next on the list. We
hope to have the unit furnished, stocked
and ready for occupancy by the end of
October. Check out our December issue
for more photos!

Thank You!!
Thanks to all who have donated
their time, talents or resources
to this project. We appreciate
all of the support.
The Thomas J. Evans Foundation
The Energy Cooperative
Vineyard Grace Church
Doug Price
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Our Mission
Through partnership, guiding
those in need to sustainable
housing.

Our Vision
A community where everyone
enjoys a safe, stable and
sustainable home.

Molly Thurlow-Cullen
Greystone Healthcare

Find Us on Social Media

Granville Christian Academy
Denison University
RevLocal
Timothy Binckley
Mike and Gwen Schroder
Steve and Christine Matheny

Contact Us
P.O. Box 613
23 South Park Place, Suite 200
Newark, Ohio 43058-0613
Toll Free
1-877-421-LCCH (5224)
Local Phone
(740) 345-1970

This camera-shy but multi-talented
volunteer has been a tremendous help
at Jefferson St. and numerous other
LCCH projects.

Fax
(740) 345-8826
Contact
info@lcchousing.org
Walls, ceilings and trim all got a new
coat of paint.

Web
lcchousing.org

Home Pages by Email?

Volunteers from Vineyard Grace youth
group painted the entire home in one day.

Thanks to The Energy Cooperative
for brand new windows.

If you would rather receive this
newsletter electronically, send us
a quick email at info@lcchousing.
org and we will add you to our
email address list and remove you
from our snail mail address list.
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Executive Director’s Corner
Deb Tegtmeyer
we’re scrambling for a consensus as
to what to do about it.
Some would prefer that the homeless
among us just move on to some
other place. Some are asking why
the seemingly sudden increase in the
number. Some others are seeking
ways to create more beds and critical
supportive services in both the short and
long-term.
I wish I had solid, data-backed
recommendations for these questions
and a quick, effective answer to the
immediate need for more beds in clean,
well-staffed, hospitable shelter spaces.
However, I do know that:
Photo Courtesy

I have to confess, I have been dragging
my feet in the heat.
There are so many challenging issues
facing our community, our state, and
our nation that I have had a tough time
getting “pen to paper” to write this
quarterly column. Where do I start?
Well, perhaps best begin with what
I – and many LCCH staff and Board
members – see nearly every day from
my office window and when walking
through the Newark area. Back in
mid-July, a headline in the The
Advocate read, “Downtown benches
become beds.” In the weeks since the
article, the number of police personnel
monitoring the Courthouse Square
noticeably increased. At the same time,
several members of the LCCH Board of
Directors have shared their observations
of clearly homeless persons taking up
residence in abandoned buildings north
of the downtown area as far as Deo
Drive. The topic has entered many daily
conversations, from the world of social
services to Labor Day parties to a recent
Rotary meeting. Regardless of how one
may feel about what an appropriate
response should be, it is certainly clear
that the number of homeless, single
adults – and in some cases, families
– has increased, and as a community,

2018
LCCH Board of Directors
Mary Albright, President
Reese Pyle Meyer, PLL
Tyler Crall, Vice President
TrueCore Federal Credit Union
Roger Lossing, Treasurer
First Commonwealth Bank
James Withers, Secretary
Retired, The Kroger Company
Jennifer Collins
Newark Drywall, Inc.

1) The area is growing, and the
population is expected to continue to
grow for the foreseeable future – just
ask those in the commercial and housing
real estate development arena;

Rev. Jeff Gill
Newark Central Christian Church

2) Rental housing is at a premium, both
in terms of cost and in terms of supply –
and we’re woefully behind in the creation
of new housing, both for rentals and for
homeownership;

Dennis Harrington
Southeast Ohio Legal Services

3) Our community, just as Ohio as
a whole, is struggling with rampant
opioid and meth abuse;

Julie Losego
State Farm

4) Our local behavioral health services
are struggling to keep up with the
demand, even as funding for such
critical services is tightening (again); and
5) The answer is not just to “get a job,”
as the gap between hourly wages and
the cost of housing continues to widen
(though there is, finally, movement
by some local employers to increase
wages).
I have confidence we’ll find effective,
humane strategies to address the
increase in homelessness. This
community has, and will continue,
to work together to face its challenges.
Many local leaders in positions of
influence are aware, and seeking
solutions. With your continued support,
LCCH will be at the table, too. Your
ideas are welcome, as well. Stay tuned!

Darcy Grossett
Park National Bank

Nicole Jardell
HER Realtors

Mary Ann McLaughlin
Arcpoint Labs of Newark OH
Larry Miller
Retired, Fiberglas Federal
Credit Union
Nathan A. Strum
GROW Licking County CIC
Daniel Swick
HER Realtors
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Are You Eligible for Social Security Disability?
How do you know if you qualify for
Social Security Disability Insurance
(SSDI)? According to the Social Security
Administration’s (SSA), statistics over
60% of first time applicants are denied
with 80% of appeals denied. What
are the reasons for these denials?
According to the SSA, an individual
is considered disabled if they have
a physical or mental health condition
that prevents them from engaging
in any gainful activity, the condition
is expected to last at least 12 months,
and the individual is under age 65.
In addition, medical evidence signs,
symptoms and laboratory findings
are required to document the claim.
What is the process that SSA uses
to make a final determination? SSA
uses a sequential process evaluating
medical evidence. The sequence
for adults is outlined below:
	1. Is the claimant performing a
substantial gainful activity? If yes,
deny the claim. If no, continue to the
next step.

	3. Does the claimant meet
a predetermined level of severity
in one or more of the following areas:
muscular-skeletal, special senses and
speech, respiratory, cardiovascular,
digestive, genitourinary,
hematological, skin disorders,
endocrine system, congenital issues,
neurological, mental illness, cancer
and immune system disorders? If yes,
allow the claim. If no, continue to the
next step.
	4. Is the claimant able to perform past
work? If yes, deny. If no, continue to
the next step.
	5. Is the claimant able to perform any
work in the economy? If yes, deny the
claim. If no, allow the claim.
This is the criteria that the SSA uses
to determine disability. If you are having
physical and/or mental health issues,
are under the age of 65 and meet the
determination criteria above, call the
Social Security Administration office
and consult with a representative.

	2. Is the claimant’s impairment
severe? If not, deny application.
If yes, continue to the next step.

What is...Diversion?
Diversion is a homeless prevention
strategy in which households facing
a housing crisis are provided with the
necessary assistance to return to their
current housing, or find alternative
housing, outside of the crisis response
system. Diversion efforts strategically
direct services to those that can benefit
from them, allowing communities and
households to devise their own plans
to prevent homelessness. Diversion
is not a method to turn individuals
away or return someone to an unsafe
environment. Rather, the strategy
utilizes mediation techniques and other
resources - led by homeless prevention
staff - to assist the household

in identifying alternative housing
options. These options can include,
but are not limited to, returning to
their own housing, staying with family
or friends, or relocation to another
area. Utilizing diversion is an effective
tool for stewarding public and private
funding and is good practice. Prolonged
exposure to homelessness negatively
impacts adults and children, and
diversion helps minimize the trauma
of shelter stays by connecting
households with safe alternatives.
The method also benefits the local
community by reducing shelter waitlists
and allocating vital resources to those
with the highest needs.

What’s the Difference?
Although SSDI and SSI are
both administered by the Social
Security Administration, they
have different funding sources
and different eligibility criteria.
Social Security Disability
Insurance (SSDI) provides
benefits to disabled or blind
persons who are “insured” by
workers’ contributions to the
Social Security trust fund. These
contributions are based on your
earnings (or those of your spouse
or parents) as required by the
Federal Insurance Contributions
Act (FICA). Your dependents may
also be eligible for benefits from
your earnings record.
Supplemental Security Income
(SSI) makes cash assistance
payments to aged, blind, and
disabled persons (including
children) who have limited
income and resources. Although
administered by the Social
Security Administration, SSI is
funded from the U.S. Treasury
general funds, not the Social
Security trust fund. Many states
pay a supplemental benefit
to persons in addition to their
Federal benefits.

Plan Your Giving
How can you make a donation
that will cost you nothing in
your lifetime? You can make a
bequest through your will or
through a trust. If you would like
more information about a legacy
contribution to LCCH, please
contact us.
Roger Lossing, CPA, JD, CFP
LCCH Board of Directors
614-395-4464
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LCCH Needs Volunteer
Tax Preparers!
Since 2005, LCCH has participated
in the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) program, to prepare and e-file
federal, state and school district returns
for income-eligible clients, for FREE.
As the name implies, volunteers are
the key to making this program work
and September is when we begin
to recruit for the next filing season.
If you are proficient with a computer,
enjoy helping people and understand
the basics of taxes, we urge you to
consider volunteering for VITA. It is an
extremely rewarding volunteer activity,
and you can make a real difference
in someone’s life in just one hour! IRS
training and certification is required,
with all training materials provided
by the IRS. Volunteers may take the
training entirely online, or attend
classes led by LCCH staff. We ask for
a commitment of at least one 4-hour
session per week throughout the filing
season (late January through mid-April).

Laundry Baggies
Needed
Taxes are prepared at a variety of times
and locations, and you may choose the
site that fits your schedule.
To meet our VITA staff and learn more
about the program, plan to attend our
VITA Volunteer Kick-Off on Wednesday,
December 5th at 6:00 PM at the Licking
County Library Main Branch (101 West
Main St.). We’ll provide dinner, answer
questions and distribute training
materials. Feel free to bring a friend.
Can’t make the dinner? Contact Kathy
Scott for more information
(kscott@lcchousing.org
or 740-345-1970 ext 229).
In 2018, 22 community volunteers
gave 783 hours to VITA, and helped
to prepare 1229 returns. $1,679,860.00
in Federal and State refunds were due
to our VITA clients.

Hockey for Homes Collection Drive
The Granville High School Field Hockey
team is once again sponsoring a
collection drive to support LCCH clients.
Come on out and cheer for the Blue Aces
as they play Worthington Kilborne on
October 4th with Varsity at 5:00 and JV at
6:30. (The hockey field is near the Loudon
Street entrance to Granville Intermediate
School.) LCCH will have a box truck there
to accept donations of usable furniture,
cookware, dishes, utensils, toiletries,
cleaning supplies, toilet paper and paper
towels. The girls will also have collection
boxes for these items at Granville High
School the entire week of October 1-5.
The drive wraps up at the Granville
Homecoming football game, October 5,
at 6:00 PM. Once again, the LCCH truck
will be there to accept donations. The
team will also be registering participants

for our Sixth Annual Home Run 5K, which
will take place November 10th. (See page
6 for Home Run information.) Go Blue
Aces!! And thanks for the support.

One of the simplest donations you
can make is also one of the most
appreciated. Your donation of Laundry
Baggies-a Ziploc bag with a laundry
pod, a dryer sheet and $3.00
in quarters-makes a real difference in
the life of someone who is struggling to
maintain stable housing. (Yes, it really
does take $3.00 to wash and dry one
load of clothes at the laundromat!!)
After all, if you don’t have a home,
you don’t have a washer and dryer.
And it is really hard to keep a job if you
can’t wash your clothes. This is a great
project for a Sunday School class or
youth group. And you can provide as
few or as many Laundry Baggies as
your funds allow. For more information
about how you or your group can help
with this or other projects, please email
Kathy Scott at kscott@lcchousing.org.

Doing laundry at the laundromat takes
a big bite out of the weekly budget!

Thank you!

The 2017 Blue Aces Field Hockey Team
donated 865 household/cleaning items to
LCCH (estimated at $3,786) and registered
45 runners for our Home Run 5K!

We are grateful to the Benevity
Impact Fund for their generous
donation to our Supportive
Services for Veteran Families
(SSVF) program. Their support
has made a difference for our
veteran clients.
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spectators!). The cost is $30 for entries
received by November 4 and $35 for
entries received after November 4.
A discount of $5 is available for all
groups of 5 or more runners. Packet
pick-up will be available Friday
afternoon and also the morning of the
race. Race day registration/check-in will
begin at 9:00 AM, with the race starting
at 10:00 AM.

LCCH Home Run 5K:
November 10th!
Chip timing will be added for this fun
family event.

Register for the Home Run
You have lots of options to register
for this year’s race:
• Register and pay on ONLINE
at www.itsyourrace.com
• PRINT the Registration Form
at www.lcchousing.org and mail/
email/fax back to LCCH
(Attn: Home Run)
• Complete the Registration Form
BELOW and mail/email/fax back
to LCCH (Attn: Home Run)
• Show up on RACE DAY at 9:00 AM
and complete a Registration Form.

Sponsorship opportunities are still
available for businesses who wish to
support the event. If you are interested
in sponsoring a specific item (lunch,
medals, timing), or would like to make
a prize or cash contribution, please
email Kathy Scott at kscott@lcchousing.
org. Questions about the race may also
be sent to that address.

Registration is now open for the Sixth
Annual LCCH Home Run 5K, which will
be held November 10, 2018 at Rotary
Park in Newark. For the first time this
year, the race will feature chip timing,
with immediate results and photos
posted as soon as the racers finish!
Prizes will be awarded for the first
through third place male and female
finishers overall, and medals will be
awarded for the first and second place
male and female finisher in each age
group. Runners and walkers of all ages
and fitness levels are welcome.

Checks only by mail, payable to
LCCH. Cash, checks, credit/debit
cards will be accepted the day
of the race.

We hope to see you on November 10th!

As always, the run/walk is a familyfriendly, awareness event which
includes a DJ, a race shirt, and LOTS of
door prize drawings for the participants
as well as a free lunch for everyone
in attendance (participants and

LCCH:
23 South Park Place, Suite 200
Newark OH 43055
Email: kscott@lcchousing.org
Phone: 740-345-1970 ext 229
Fax: 740-345-8826
The Home Run is fun for all agesand kids under 10 run/walk for free!

Home Run Registration Form
Detach & return to Licking County Coalition for Housing, Attn: Home Run.
Email: kscott@lcchousing.org Fax: 740-345-8826 Mail: 23 South Park Place, Suite 200, Newark, OH 43055
Checks only by mail (payable to LCCH). Cash, check or debit/credit card accepted day of the race.
First Name: ________________________________ Last Name: ___________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
Group Name:____________________________________________________________________________
Sex: M F Age: _______

Shirt Size: YS YM YL SM M L XL XXL XXL

Shirt Sleeve: Long Short

(*T-Shirts included for all paying runners. Additional T-Shirts $15.)
Email: _________________________________________________ Phone: _________________________
Waiver: In submitting this entry, I, intending to be legally bound for myself, my heirs, executors and administrators, do
hereby waive, release and forever discharge any and all rights and claims for damages I have or may have against the
organizers of this event, Licking County Coalition for Housing, Rotary Park, the event principals, its employees, volunteers,
sponsors and representatives for any and all claims and damages, demands or actions whatsoever in any manner as a
result of my participation in the Home-Run, including travel to and from the event. I hereby consent to medical treatment
in the event of injury, accident and/or illness during the event. I hereby grant full permission to any and all of the foregoing
to use my name and likeness in any broadcast, telecast, video, print or social media reporting or advertising of the event
without compensation.
Signature: _________________________________________________ Date: _______________________
(Signature of Parent of Guardian required for all participants under 18 years of age)
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Overcoming Barriers and Inspiring Others
Cassandra entered into the Transitional
Housing program in May 2017 from the
New Beginnings shelter. She battled
anxiety and depression along with
a heroin addiction. She had fought
her addiction with heroin along with
anxiety and depression. Despite all her
barriers, Cassandra was motivated to
make positive changes for herself and
her son. While in the program, she was
involved with Lift Court (phase 3 at this
time), graduated from Licking County
Alcoholism Prevention Program (still
doing individual counseling), paid off
around $3,000 in debt and has been
clean from heroin for one year and seven
months. In August 2018 she moved into
permanent housing and is planning to go
back to school at C-Tec. Cassandra has
such a positive attitude that she brings
joy and happiness into other people’s
lives. Her story is powerful because she
has shown the world that people can
change!! LCCH staff has enjoyed walking
with her on her journey and wish her all
the best in her new adventures to come.

Cassandra’s Comments : “I just want to
state that anything is possible! Thanks
to Lift Court, New Beginnings, Coalition
of Housing, my 12 step program, my
higher power as well as my family and
friends in recovery, I am 1 year and 7
months clean after being addicted to
heroin. I started all these programs in
February of 2017 and it was not easy to
get where I am but it’s totally worth it!
I’ve realized you can do anything you set
your mind to as long as you keep doing
the next right thing!

For anyone who’s ever been in severely
abusive relationships or suffering from
addiction or even anyone who witnesses
any of these things, you deserve better
and you can do it! You just have to truly
want it. I always tell myself that the only
way out of it is through it, so I was able
to grow through what I went through.
I am so grateful for all the help
I received from all these programs,
because when I was released from jail
last year I had nothing but the clothes
on my back. I had lost everything
to addiction and a severely abusive
relationship, including myself. But I am
here today to prove these programs
work and are great resources to get a
fresh clean start at getting back on your
own two feet! If you want it, it’s yours!
If I can do it, I promise you can do it too!
I know I still have a long way to go to be
where I want, but I do know one thing
and that is that I’m well on my way to a
better me and I can’t express enough
of my gratitude for all the help I’ve
received along the way! “

“I had lost everything to
addiction and a severely
abusive relationship, including
myself. But I am here today to
prove these programs work…
If you want it, it’s yours!”

What is LIFT court?
LIFT Court is one of two
Specialized Docket Intensive
Supervision units within Licking
County Municipal Court.
The LIFT Court Specialized Docket
targets individuals who are of
high risk and high needs with
limited means that need a lift
in their lives in order to address
their drug and alcohol addiction
and/or mental health. The LIFT
Court offers a participant a way
to have a different kind of life, a
life of freedom from drugs and/
or alcohol, and a life with the
prospect of hope and promise.
Participants are expected to
adhere to the following guidelines:
• Abstain from alcohol and drug
use.
• Attend status review hearings.
• Attend appointments with
treatment providers and/or case
managers.
• Attend appointments with
coordinator/probation officer.
• Comply with program
requirements.
• Submit to frequent, random,
and observed alcohol and drug
screens.
• Comply with sanctions for
infractions.
• Obtain/maintain employment.

Granville Farmers Market
As of July 31, 2018 we are halfway
through the Farmers Market season
and our coffee booth at the market has
been very profitable. The weather has
cooperated nicely this year with little
rain. Coffee sales and donations are up,
and we are on target to have our best
year yet for this fundraising effort.
Last three years profits for the first
three months:
May – July 2016 $1,774.38
May – July 2017 $2,099.27
May – July 2018 $2,361.18

• Obtain GED if applicable.
• Secure stable housing.
We hope this indicates a growing
awareness of the need for homeless
prevention in Licking County,
and the work that we do.

• Engage in sober support
community (i.e., AA, NA, and
AL-ANON).
• No further violations of law.
Judge David Stansbury presides
over the LIFT Court Docket. This
court has been certified by the
Ohio Supreme Court.
*Reprinted from the Licking
County Municipal Court website.
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Case Management
Benefits Landlords
and Tenants
By Rachael Duck
Licking County Coalition for Housing
has been monitoring the growing
number of homeless households and
a decreasing amount of available
housing units, specifically at affordable
monthly rents. Currently, LCCH has
begun an outreach program to increase
partnership with more landlords to
alleviate this gap. In a recent forum,
LCCH met with landlords to discuss
what they liked and disliked about
partnering with LCCH and its programs.
One positive shared by multiple
landlords was the availability of LCCH
case managers to discuss issues
relating to a tenant. The landlords
reported that LCCH case managers
have responded quickly to any issues
the landlord may have.
While LCCH cannot guarantee
successful candidates, any homeless
individual or family receiving housing
assistance through LCCH is partnered
with a case manager. LCCH case
managers conduct regular home visits
to ensure families are stabilized in their
new homes and provide them with
support services to face challenges that
may arise. As homeless families and
individuals receive short-term financial
housing assistance, case managers
provide critical resources to aid in
tenant education, budgeting, goalsetting, and linkage to other supportive
services.
Case managers at LCCH recognize
a dual role in their responsibilities –
advocates for their clients and valuable
resources for landlords. The ultimate
goal of all three parties – tenant,
landlord and case manager – is a
successful housing relationship. If you
own or manage rental properties, and
are willing to partner with LCCH in our
efforts to decrease homelessness in
Licking County, please contact Rachael
Duck at 740-345-9170 or rduck@
lcchousing.org.

Coordinated Entry Program - Second Quarter
Coordinated Entry (CE) is the process through which someone is entered into
the homeless assistance system. LCCH is the CE provider for Licking County.
On average, 33 households/56 individuals presented as NEW instances of
homelessness EACH month last quarter. Some of the details are listed below.

April
32 households (49 people) presented as homeless.
• 12 households were outside or in places not fit for habitation
• 4 households were outside on the streets
• 1 household reported they were living in a tree
• 6 households were living in a car
• 1 family was living in a shed.
• 2 families with minor children were re-housed through RRHO

May
42 households (73 people) presented as homeless.
• 15 individuals were staying at a men’s shelter
• 2 households were escaping domestic violence at New Beginnings
• 1 household was eligible for our veterans’ services
• 2 households were elderly, and provided assistance in applying
for income-based housing for elderly
• 2 households were referred to LCCH by a mental health agency
• 1 teenage girl was brought in by Newark Police after spending the night
in the police station
• 1 family was provided a bus ticket to get them back to their support system
• 1 family came from Pennsylvania after their children were taken by their
father for a visit and not returned. They are still pursuing custody in the
court system.
• 1 family was living in a trailer with no water or electric
• 3 families with minor children (from May CE) were re-housed
through RRHO

June
26 households (45 people) presented as homeless
• 7 households were staying in their vehicles
• 2 households were living under bridges
• 3 households were staying in sheds
• 1 household was sleeping on benches
• 9 individuals were staying at a men’s shelter
• 1 household was escaping domestic violence at New Beginnings
• 1 household was escaping domestic violence at a Columbus shelter
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Golf Outing Helps Homeless Veterans
and Those Suffering From PTSD
LCCH Supportive Service for Veteran
Families (SSVF) program recently
received $3,561 as one of two
beneficiaries of a Golf Outing for
Veterans who are struggling with
homelessness or suffering from PTSD.
The second recipient was the Licking
County Battle Buddy Huddle.
Sherry Pastorius, who has a special
interest in the military, and Vietnam
veteran Owen Dysart came up with the
idea to hold the benefit. The Newark
Eagles, VFW Post 1060, Moose Lodge,
AMVets Post 51 in Thornville and
numerous other military organizations
helped to promote and support the
outing. The weather was perfect for the
sold-out event, which was held July 28th
at Raccoon Valley Golf Course. After 18
holes were played the golfers headed
to the Newark Eagles Shelter House for
a meal which included chicken wings,
fish, and BBQ, which had been donated
by Heritage Catering, City BBQ, and
Shades. With numerous hole sponsors,
a Chinese auction, 50/50 tickets and

raffles, the proceeds of the outing grew
to more than $7,000! Great music was
provided by Hillbilly, who also donated
his DJ services for the event.
The SSVF program can provide
assistance to military households
who are facing a housing crisis, like
homelessness. Services include short
term case management, temporary
financial assistance, and advocating and
connecting households with services
they are in need of. The Battle Buddy
Huddle is a group of men and women
who have served in combat during the
Persian Gulf, Iraq and/or Afghanistan
wars. They help other veterans and
their families deal with combat related
illnesses and injuries like PTSD, Suicide
Awareness, and Family Adjustment.
The group is supported by the Licking
County Vietnam Veterans of America.
The SSVF program would like to extend
a special thanks to all who had anything
to do with making this event such a
great success!

Sherry Pastorius, one of the golf outing
organizers, presented a check to LCCH’s
Tim Binckley.

LCCH and Licking County Battle Buddy
Huddle were the beneficiaries of the event.

A Safe Place for All Members of Our Community
Recently a female walked into the
office of LCCH, stating that she was
homeless and a victim/survivor of
Domestic Violence. She later disclosed
to Project Homeline (PH) staff that she
was uncertain if she would qualify for
any services or assistance because of
her lifestyle. She went on to share that
she was a lesbian and had been denied
services and/or felt uncomfortable at
other community agencies because she
had disclosed her sexual orientation/
gender identification. She was assured
that LCCH is non-discriminatory and
serves all persons regardless of age,
race, sex, religious affiliation, and sexual
orientation/gender identification.
Staff also stressed that housing is a
right for all persons. The client was

immediately more at ease, and visibly
relieved that she was able to be herself
and talk openly about her life, without
repercussions or feeling like she was
being judged.
Over the past few weeks, PH staff
have had several conversations with
consumers who have reported being a
member of the LGBTQ community, and
not feeling safe or not knowing where to
go in Licking County to receive services.
On August 3, 2018, the first meeting
of the Pride Alliance met to start
discussing barriers that face the LGBTQ
community in Licking County. Various
individuals were present representing
community agencies, businesses and

basic personal interest. One of the first
tasks the group plans to accomplish
is identifying community agencies
and businesses that are “safe places”
for individuals to enter and receive
services. “Safe” not only for members
of the LGBTQ community but also
for individuals who feel discriminated
against because of age, race, sex, or
religious affiliation. Every individual has
a right to access services without fear
and every individual has the right to
tell their story. At LCCH, we are proud
to say that we provide outreach to all
members of the community and offer
services without discrimination to all
who enter the doors of the agency.
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RRHO Helps Hurricane Victim Get a New Start
By Kelsy Noskowiak
When Hurricane Irma decimated areas
of Florida on September 21, 2017,
thousands of residents lost all their
belongings and were left homeless.
Stephanie and her 4-year-old son were
among those affected. In October,
2017, after making the difficult decision
to relocate to Newark, Stephanie
reached out to Licking County Coalition
for Housing (LCCH) in need of
Housing Options.
An LCCH case manager worked with
Stephanie, referring her to Coalition
of Care to obtain emergency housing
until a permanent solution became
available. Two weeks later, after
working with the Rapid Rehousing
Ohio Program at LCCH, Stephanie and
her son were housed in their own unit.
Stephanie found full-time employment
and maintains all utilities in her name.
Working with her LCCH case manager,
she completed monthly budgets,
achieved the goals plan that was set
out for her and even obtained furniture
for the home. It has been six months
since Stephanie exited the Rapid

Rehousing Ohio Program. She has
had some health issues to overcome,
but remains successfully housed and
continues to work full-time. She has
kept in contact with her case manager
and has expressed many thanks for the
rental assistance and case management
services the Rapid Rehousing Ohio
Program and LCCH provided her during
a difficult time.

A: They helped by helping me find a
permanent home, being supportive and
providing a good environment for my
son.

RRHO typically conducts follow-up
interviews six months after a client
exits the program. Stephanie, who is
approaching the one-year anniversary
of losing her home, shared these
insights about her experience.

Q: What would you say to anyone else
who is in need of housing assistance
about the help LCCH and RRHO can
provide?

Q: How did you feel having to start a
new life in a new community?
A: Wonderful, best thing that has
happened to me in a long time.
Q: How did LCCH help you get started
managing this new challenge?

Q: Where would you be without LCCH
and RRHO?
A: Probably still on the streets living
in my car.

A: Go for it, utilize it-there is nothing
better than having the support that they
provide. There are no words to explain
the help from 211, Coalition
of Care and all other community
agencies, other than it works. And Kelsy,
I cannot put into words how much you
have helped me and my family. Without
RRHO or LCCH I would not have known
where to go.

RevLocal Continues
to Provide Volunteers
LCCH is pleased, once again, for the
volunteer support provided by Granvillebased RevLocal. The digital marketing
company not only encourages their
staff to support the community through
volunteer activities-they arrange the
opportunities and offer them 8 hours
of paid time off for their service. So far
this summer, RevLocal associates have
power washed two homes and weeded/
mulched the playground at our family
housing complex. There will be more
volunteer opportunities available next
month, once the leaves begin to fall.
We are extremely grateful for their
hard work-and their desire to serve
in Licking County. If you or your
organization are interested in service
projects for LCCH, please contact Kathy
Scott at kscott@lcchousing.org
or 740-345-1970 ext. 229.

RevLocal’s energetic social media team
spread 2 pallets of mulch at our playground.

Two teams of power washers had
Claren Drive and Jefferson St properties
looking like new.

I know it’s only September, but I suspect
that some of you have started your
Christmas shopping already. (And you
most certainly will have before our
December newsletter arrives!) If you are
an Amazon shopper, please consider
using Amazon Smile for your purchases.
LCCH is a registered beneficiary of the
program, which donates a portion of
all sales to charity. Simply go to smile.
amazon.com and shop as normal. The
first time, you will be asked to designate
a recipient for the donation. Just select
Licking County Coalition for Housing.
It’s that simple. After that, LCCH will
receive 0.5% of every Amazon Smile
purchase you make. And feel free to use
it for things other than Christmas gifts,
too!
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Save The Date
Home Run 5K: November 10
The Sixth Annual LCCH Home Run 5K Run/
Walk will feature chip-timing and instant
results! This family-friendly event will be held
at Rotary Park in Newark at 9:00 AM
on November 10th. See the article on Page 5
for Registration information.

Veteran Stand Down:
November 13
A Licking County Veteran Stand Down will
be held Tuesday, November 13th from 10:00
am-2:00 pm at the Canal Market District
(36 Canal Street) in downtown Newark. The
event, which is open to all who have served
in the military, will start with a 10:00 AM
kick-off ceremony with the Marine League
Corp. Assistance and/or information on the
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following topics will be available: Housing,
Legal Aid, VA Benefits, Employment and Job
Training, Health and Wellness, Education,
Local Public Benefits, and Child Support
Services. The VA Medical Mobile Unit will
be there with on-site VA medical enrollment.
Coats, gloves, first aid kits and hygiene items
will also be distributed to those who
need them.

LCCH Annual Meeting:
November 16
Mark you calendars for our Annual Meeting
and Luncheon, which will be held at 11:30
AM, on November 16th, at Cherry Valley
Lodge.

Granville Farmers Market,
Thanksgiving Market:
November 17

fabulous desserts! As always, LCCH staff and
volunteers will be there to sell you a great
cup of coffee or hot chocolate. Join us for the
last (and best!) market of the season.

VITA Volunteer Kick-Off:
December 5
We will be hosting a dinner for anyone
interested in volunteering for the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program on
December 5th, from 6:00-7:30 PM, at the
Main Branch of the Licking County Library
(101 West Main St.). An overview of the
program will be provided and training
materials will be distributed to all interested
volunteers. Bring a friend and find out more
about this wonderful community service.
For more information, refer to page 4.

The weekly Farmers Market continues every
Saturday through October 27th and returns
for an encore performance on November
17th. The Thanksgiving Market is the
perfect time for fall decor, produce and
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