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Bridging the Gap in Licking County for 25 Years
The LCCH annual meeting and luncheon
was held on Friday, November 16, 2018
at the Cherry Valley Lodge. The event
gave LCCH the opportunity to thank our
supporters and highlight what has taken
place in the agency over the past year.
This year we also celebrated the “silver
anniversary” of LCCH, as it has been
25 years since we began providing
housing services to the homeless
in Licking County.
Reverend Jeff Gill, one of the founders
of LCCH and a current Board Member
as well as the pastor of Central Christian
Church, delivered the invocation.
He also observed that the 135 people
in the room at the luncheon was
approximately the same as the number
of people who had been served by just
one program in the last year (Transitional
Housing). Since that program began
in 1993, LCCH has increased from
4 to 40 units of TH, and added programs
for Homeless Prevention, Income
Tax Assistance, Disability Housing,
Veteran Housing, Re entry Housing,
Rapid Re-Housing and Coordinated
Entry. LCCH Executive Director Deb
Tegtmeyer thanked our sponsors and
acknowledged LCCH staff and board
members. Mary Albright, President
of the LCCH Board of Directors, also
credited the agency leadership and staff
for the excellent work done over the
past 25 years.
The highlight of the luncheon was a
speech by Patrick, a former client of
the Transitional Housing program, who
talked about his experience and the
impact the program had on his life.
Not only did TH help him obtain
permanent housing and continue his
recovery from addiction, but the followup case management helped him
succeed in reaching his goals. Patrick,
who was in the TH program from
2014-2015, has obtained employment,
enrolled in and graduated from COTC
with an Associate Degree in Engineering
Technology, gained custody of his
daughter, maintained his recovery,
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A community where everyone
enjoys a safe, stable and
sustainable home.

LCCH Executive Director, Deb Tegtmeyer,
spoke about the growth of the agency
over the past 25 years.
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secured permanent housing, and
advanced in his career. Listening to him
speak about successfully overcoming
so many obstacles was truly moving.
New to the event this year was a silent
auction that raised over $1,500 for
LCCH programs. We are grateful to
our Board Members Jennifer Collins,
Darcy Grosset, and Nicole Jardell for
organizing the auction, to all who
donated such attractive auction items
and to the generous bidders
in attendance. The luncheon was
followed by a meeting of the LCCH
Board of Directors.

A Reason to be Thankful
We are very grateful to those who
provided Thanksgiving meals for
our clients this year.
Dave and Marcia Humphrey
Marathon Pipeline -Heath Area
Newark Eagle Riders #387
The generosity of our neighbors
in Licking County is truly something
to be thankful for.

Contact Us
P.O. Box 613
23 South Park Place, Suite 200
Newark, Ohio 43058-0613
Toll Free
1-877-421-LCCH (5224)
Local Phone
(740) 345-1970
Fax
(740) 345-8826
Contact
info@lcchousing.org
Web
lcchousing.org

Home Pages by Email?
If you would rather receive this
newsletter electronically, send us
a quick email at info@lcchousing.
org and we will add you to our
email address list and remove you
from our snail mail address list.
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Homelessness and the Grand Canyon
By Guest Columnist: Rev Jeff Gill

Reverend Jeff Gill is one of the founding
members of LCCH and the Pastor at Central
Christian Church-Newark.

When the general public wonders about
homelessness, they often think it’s
scary, and big, and hard to comprehend.
For those who’ve always been secure in
their housing, to even think about being
without a secure place to rest
for the night is like staring into an abyss.
So I’d like to help you think about that
abyss, the Grand Canyon of housing
and homelessness. If I can help you see
the distinct layers and unique qualities
of the very different aspects that make
up the larger “whole” of homelessness,
you can begin to understand what’s
going on a little better, and even see
a place where you can help. If you don’t
care about geology, fine, but I kind of
like the metaphor as a way to describe
the unique components that went into
building up the problem.
At the very bottom of the Grand Canyon
is the dark and mysterious Vishnu
Schist. For most of the inner canyon,
that’s what is on either side of you.
It’s the basement of the geological
strata. For homelessness, these are folks
who fit the classic stereotype: ragged
clothes, disheveled appearance,
a brown paper sack sticking out of a
torn coat, all the outward aspect of one
who sleeps under bridges. But they’re
really a very small percentage of the
issue. They are visible, they are very
hard to serve, they are “at the bottom”
in many ways.
Next, I’m going to lead us up the trail to:
Tapeats Sandstone. This layer is a little
brighter, starts to open up the canyon

profile a bit. In terms of housing issues,
these are the addicts. Yes, many of the
classic “street people” have addiction
issues too, but this component of the
canyon are those who are seeking
treatment but have trouble getting
on a solid recovery path. Active users
can’t use in most emergency sheltersthe other folks there need protection
from the issues associated with ongoing
substance abuse. So users will often get
turned away. Most shelters are going
to tell someone who is using they can’t
stay overnight, but they are still reaching
out to them, trying to start them on a
path to recovery. If they can find the
strength to stop using long enough,
shelter is still going to be there for them.
The next geologic strata is Bright Angel
Shale, which shines when the light hits
it. These are people who are barely
days into their recovery from substance
abuse, but they have their one week
coin, they’ve got a work history coming
together, they are on the path . . . but
behind them is a lot of damage, financial
and personal, and their recovery
is fragile.
Muav Limestone is the next layer up, and
these are folks in long-term treatment,
residential care, working with a solid
program. Shepherd Hill, Courage House,
other forms of recovery housing. It’s
working, the narrative is hardening into...
Redwall Limestone is one of the most
visible and “thickest” layers of all the
Grand Canyon strata. I liken it to the
working poor – a major chunk of the
people in our emergency shelters.
If you talk to them, you’ll hear a story
of economic challenges and limited
solutions. Yes, you’ll hear about
a few decisions that make you wince,
but mostly it’s a bad break followed
by a worse break, happening to folks
with little support and no assets to
fall back on. A job ended, an illness
happened, and a car broke down; a
new position didn’t continue, a friend
stole their money, a landlord said
“that’s it” and went to eviction court.
60 to 70 households a month in Licking
County go through eviction court and a
meaningful percentage of those people
end up homeless.

Then there’s an even broader strata,
made up of softer material which erodes
faster and creates wider gulfs in the
larger canyon, the Supai Group.
These sandstones create visual drama
and many of the worst climbing hazards
in the Grand Canyon. I’d connect that
layer with young women in housing
distress. Just as the Supai Group is
made up of a variety of layers, younger
women with housing problems include
those who have been abused and
qualify for domestic violence shelter
beds, and women who have just said
“enough” to their partner’s substance
use, spending, cheating, and other
problems. You can listen to their stories
and quickly think “that’s domestic
violence of a very real if not physical
sort,” but they don’t qualify for domestic
violence supports. Many end up “couchsurfing” with friends-they don’t have
a place where they are “living” but
just where they are “staying,” as in not
staying long.
Couch-surfing and doubling-up are
where our community has begun
to hear about the homelessness
problem through the schools. Most
of the agencies providing housing
services are receiving federal funds
through HUD, and their definition of
homeless is fairly restrictive. If a friend
or church or agency is letting you stay
somewhere, you aren’t HUD homeless.
But the Department of Education has
said to public schools: you need to do
a census of homeless students, and
provide services and supports
to them. So schools did this. But the
DOE standards include “couch-surfing”
and staying at an address not their own,
so suddenly the schools were saying
“we have over 200 homeless students”.
“Whaaaaa?” said community leaders.
When did this happen? Where did they
come from? Well, they were here all
along, but the HUD based programs
were barred from counting, let alone
serving them. New definition, new
population. Mind you, those of us in
housing and homelessness have always
known about them. But for the schools,
they are all homeless and have to be
handled as such. Once again, thank you,
federal government incoherence (and
unfunded mandates).
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We are far less likely to “fill in” the Grand
Canyon of Homelessness, but rather need
to find paths up and out to stable housing.

So the Supai Group is high and wide
and full of cracks and places that
crumble quickly. Women with children
in a variety of situations struck out on
their own, but without support. Many
of them work, but struggle with child
care and make little. Here too, a sudden
bad break can turn into housing
meltdown.
Because in Newark, the average 1
or 2 bedroom rental is around $750 a
month, and you have to be able to put
the first two months on the table to get
in: $1,500. At $10 or even $15 an hour,
without any assets in the bank, it can
take a while to get there. A single mom
with a couple of kids is very much at
risk for housing challenges, even when
things go fairly well. When they don’t
go well, they’re at risk for homelessness.
Resting atop the Supai Group is the
Hermit Shale, and this visually dramatic
layer I’d associate with the children
themselves who end up homeless
with their mother or father (usually
just one or the other, but not always).
The average age of a homeless person
in this country, and in our county, is 9
years old. Shocking, isn’t it? Now, it’s
not that we have a huge number of 9
year olds filling our shelters . . . though
this is a good place to point out that
children in foster care, which now
number over 530 in Licking County,
are not included in any homeless count
or definition. The reality comes back to
my Supai Group parallel of a 24 year old
woman with a 4 year old and a baby.
24 plus 4 plus 1 divided by 3 = 9 years
old. See how that works? A single
parent and 2 kids is the reality, but
expressed statistically the average age
of our homeless population is 9
years old.
Lastly, the rim of the Grand Canyon
sits atop the Kaibab Limestone. I know,

geology fans will ask me “what about
the Coconino Sandstone or Toroweap
Formations?”. Let me take those last
3 layers, and compare them to the
housing insecure. Affordable housing
is in short supply, and really isn’t that
affordable unless you’re already earning
pretty well. It’s as if we have a ladder,
and the bottom rung is our emergency
shelter/transitional housing system.
This ladder has a solid bottom rung,
and it’s 10’ high, but the next 2 or 3
rungs are missing. To climb up and
clean the gutters, you have to pull
yourself over a gap.
The gap is affordable rentals and
purchasable properties. Many realtors
say that the biggest demand right
now is on the lower end. A $120,000
house is likely to sell the day it hits the
market. But no one is building thoseall the new construction is $240,000
and up. Builders say that due to codes
and expenses they can’t make money
on houses any cheaper than a quartermillion. Now, is it that they can’t make
any money, or can’t make enough?
But the fact is, no one is building what’s
in demand. It’s almost like waiting for a
donor organ: you need someone to die
for a property in that bracket to come
onto the market.
What about complete, intact, twoparent families, no addiction, no major
personal issues, who find themselves
to their shock and dismay homeless?
If they lose a rental for whatever reason,
or the place they had from a family
member or friend is sold and they have
to move out, it can be amazingly hard
for them to find a new place. If you
don’t have a big slug of cash in the
bank, you might find a rental, but you
can’t make that first month’s rent and
deposit. After joking about moving
into a hotel, you do. Then you start to
scramble . . . and become a homeless
person with a full time job and a storage
unit full of furniture. It happens more
often than you think.
I hope I haven’t been tedious with my
Grand Canyon comparison, but that’s
the visual that occurred to me this past
week. We see the affordable housing
shortage and homeless problems in the
county as a giant chasm in our midst,
an abyss into which unfortunates fall.
And the sheer size and strangeness
of it makes many people step back,
and even turn away. My point is that
homelessness is a multi-step, many-

layered problem. It’s not just homeless
people with untreated mental health
problems under a bridge, it’s not just
addicts who can’t get into treatment,
it’s not just women who’ve been abused
by a domestic partner. As we look
more closely at these layers, you can
understand why no one answer is going
to become an adequate response to the
whole situation.
Why is there more visible homelessness
in and around downtown Newark?
In large part, it’s a reflection of the
increasing addiction crisis. But that’s
only PART of it. Many different groups
are looking at how to offer treatment,
both voluntary and judicially imposed.
Another part is how our social service
safety net has steadily increased work
requirements and limited benefits.
If you are an adult without children,
who does not have a disability and is
not a veteran, you have high barriers
to getting assistance. In my observation,
a major chunk of the street-level
homeless we’ve seen more of lately
are single adults in their late forties
to early sixties. They are often lowskill persons with social or behavioral
impairment who are white-knuckling it
to 62 and Social Security. But for now,
they’ve used up their benefits. People in
those categories who lose even a little
apartment they were overpaying for are
now looking for a place in a price range
that doesn’t exist and searching for a
job that they rarely can get or hold.
Less openly visible, are young adult
single homeless persons who have
aged out of foster care. There are new
programs and options up to age 23,
but in so many cases, kids who have
been in foster care for years before their
18th birthday find themselves heading
out into an uncertain future. Repeated
studies in the US & Ohio show clearly
that young people who “age out” of
foster care at 18 have a 50% likelihood
of being homeless at one time or
another before age 22.
All of these “geologic factors” have
helped to dig the hole. We are far less
likely to fill the hole in, as we are to
find solid reliable paths to help people
climb out of it. And there is not just one
path up and out. It’s a big problem, but
the solutions exist. We just need more
trail maintenance, signage, and helpful
guides to get more lost hikers out of
the canyon and into a place that is safe,
secure, and theirs.
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Thank You!!
LCCH would like to thank everyone who contributed to our 2018 Annual
Meeting and Luncheon:
Gold Sponsors
Park National Bank
Silver Sponsors
Equity Resources
Licking Memorial Health Systems

Southgate Corporation
The Energy Cooperative

Table Sponsors
Tim Cocanour-Coldwell Banker
King Thompson
HW & Co.
Madison-Collins-Stephens Agency

Reese Pyle Meyer, PLL
Daniel Swick-HER Realtors
TrueCore Federal Credit Union

Caring Contributors
Christiansen Co., LPA
Deke’s Auto Tech, Inc
Denison University
Erin Curtis Insurance Agency
JW Hickey & Associates
Key Properties Realtors

Mark Builders Inc.
Mathis Moving & Storage
Reinhardt & Daughter, LLC
Romine Roofing
Wilson, Shannon & Snow, Inc.

Silent Auction Items
Bill Cost Photography
Cherry Valley Lodge
Dunkins Diamonds
Finders Keepers Village
Darcy Grossett
John Klauder Associates, Ltd.
Kim Foster
Lou & Gib Reese Ice Arena
Park National Bank
Steamroller Bagel Sandwiches

Texas Roadhouse
The Buxton Inn
The Dawes Arboretum
The Granville Inn
The Edwards Group
The Midland Theatre
Universal Events, LLC
WalMart-Newark
Wilson’s Garden Center
Zane State College

The living room is pleasant and sunny,
with painted floors, area rugs and
donated furnishings

Home for the Holidays
Thanks to the Thomas J. Evans
Foundation, The Energy Cooperative,
and a great deal of volunteer support,
our Jefferson Street property is ready
for a move-in! A homeless family in our
Transitional Housing program will be
celebrating Christmas in this recently
updated, 2-story, 2-bedroom home.
If you have been following our Home
Pages newsletter, you will know that
we have been working on the property,
primarily with volunteer labor, for close
to year. The difference they have made
in the house is tremendous!

---

“New to us” kitchen cabinets
greatly improve the looks and function
of the kitchen.

The two-bedroom/one-bath home
has beautiful new windows throughout,
thanks to the Energy Cooperative’s
Operation Round Up Foundation.
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FREE Tax Preparation Begins January 28
LCCH will once again be offering
FREE income tax preparation to low
and moderate-income taxpayers
through the IRS-sponsored Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program.
Beginning the last week of January
and continuing through April 13th,
community volunteers and LCCH staff
will be preparing and e-filing federal,
state, and school income tax returns
for taxpayers, at no charge. Most
taxpayers with an Adjusted Gross
Income of $54,000 or less are eligible
for this service. (Personal returns only,
no business returns, or rental income.
Some advanced issues are not in scope
for VITA). Taxes are prepared
by appointment and on a walk-in basis,
four days a week, at several locations
in Licking County. (See the box at right
for schedule.) Call 740-345-1970
extension 200 for an appointment.
LCCH has been offering VITA services
since 2006 as a way to help more
taxpayers collect their full refunds,
and avoid the fees and high interest
rates associated with commercial tax
preparation. In 2018, 22 community
volunteers gave 783 hours to the
program and helped to prepare 1229
returns. $1,679,860.00 in Federal and
State refunds was collected by our
VITA clients. Funding for the program
is provided by State Farm, the Internal
Revenue Service, and United Way
of Licking County.

VITA Schedule

Requirements

Taxes are prepared at the following
times and locations:

$54,000 income limit

Mondays, Jan 28-Apr 8
Licking County Library, Main Branch
12:30-6:30 PM
Appointments and walk-in

Photo ID and SS card required for all
taxpayers.

Wednesdays, Jan 30-Apr 10
Ohio Means Jobs
9:30 AM-3:30 PM
Appointments only
Thursdays Jan 31-Feb 21
OSU-N/COTC Campus
Warner Library
2:00-7:00 PM
Appointments and walk-in
Thursdays Feb 28-Apr 11
LCCH Office
4:30-7:30 PM
Appointments only
Saturdays Feb 2-Apr 13
LCCH Office
9:00 AM-Noon
Appointments and walk-in

Personal returns only-no businesses.

SS card required for all dependents.
Bank account & routing numbers
required for direct deposit.
Bring all tax forms and documents:
• W-2, 1099s, 1098-T, SS statement
• Health insurance forms 1095 A,B,C
• Student loan statement(s)
• Receipts for childcare (w/ SS# or
tax ID of provider).
• Receipts/statements for
deductions (Mortgage, property
tax, medical statements)
• Copy of last years return (optional).
Both spouses are required for
Married Filing Joint returns.
Some restrictions apply, some issues
are not in scope for VITA.

Volunteer Tax Preparers
Volunteer tax preparers are still
needed for the 2018 season. This
is a wonderful opportunity to
have a real impact on someone’s
finances and make a difference in
their life. Computer competency
and basic understanding of tax
issues required. Tax law training
and IRS certification may be done
online or through classes lead by
LCCH staff. (Training classes start
soon, so let us know asap if you
are interested!) A commitment
of approximately 4 hours per
week is required throughout the
filing season. Please email Kathy
Scott (kscott@lcchousing.org) if
you would like to volunteer.

We Asked, They Answered!
We are very grateful to Herb and
Patricia Murphy, and to the staff at
The Works for their donation of Laundry
Baggies. Mr. Murphy responded as
soon as the appeal appeared in the
September issue of Home Pages,
with a generous donation to fund
laundry aids for our clients. The staff
at The Works started collecting
donations, assembled the baggies and
presented Deb Tegtmeyer with
a donation on November 7, 2018.
We appreciate their generosity - these
simple acts of kindness make all the
difference for our clients.

LCCH Executive Director Deb Tegtmeyer
(center) accepts a donation of laundry
baggies from the staff at The Works.

HOME PAGES NEWSLETTER

What is... HMIS?
The Homeless Management Information
System, better known as HMIS, is an
electronic data collection system that
stores information about individuals
who access homeless and other
human services in a community. The
Coalition on Homelessness and Housing
in Ohio (COHHIO) is responsible for
system administration and project
management of the Ohio HMIS. Any
entity that receives funding from the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) or the Department
of Veteran Affairs (VA) is required
to use HMIS to capture standardized
data about all persons accessing the
homeless and at-risk of homelessness
assistance system.
Any user that accesses HMIS must sign
an agreement to follow all HMIS policies
and procedures, which include but are
not limited to: privacy and security

practices, ensuring quality and timely
data entry, and staying knowledgeable
about HUD regulations. Client consent
is obtained before entering any
identifiable client data. All users who
access HMIS must complete annual
privacy training and pass a quiz that
tests users on their understanding
of privacy and security issues related
to using HMIS.
All HMIS-participating providers must
strive to meet data quality standards
that include data timeliness, data
completeness, and data accuracy.
Information collected through HMIS
can provide data for use by Licking
County Coalition for Housing as well
as the State of Ohio. Data received
can show how many people enter into
permanent housing, length of time to
obtain permanent housing, how many
return to the homeless system, as well
as additional and valuable insights to
help our agency work toward ending
homelessness.

2018
LCCH Board of Directors
Mary Albright, President
Reese Pyle Meyer, PLL
Tyler Crall, Vice President
TrueCore Federal Credit Union
Roger Lossing, Treasurer
First Commonwealth Bank
James Withers, Secretary
Retired, The Kroger Company
Jennifer Collins
Newark Drywall, Inc.
Rev. Jeff Gill
Newark Central Christian Church
Darcy Grossett
Park National Bank
Dennis Harrington
Southeast Ohio Legal Services
Nicole Jardell
HER Realtors
Julie Losego
State Farm

Life Turned Around
Carl contacted LCCH and was referred
to the Supportive Service for Veteran
Families (SSVF) program in February
2018 after becoming homeless. He had
served in the US Army from 2006-2008
and ended his term of service early
due to a family hardship. He was not
eligible for VA health care or other VA
services because that did not meet the
military required time of service. He was
working full time, did not qualify for any
food or medical coverage and was in
need of housing assistance for himself
and his 5-year-old daughter, of whom
he had temporary custody.
During his intake, Carl reported he had
suffered from and been treated for
an injury while in service. In addition
to the housing services provided by
SSVF*, his Case Manager connected
him to the local veteran service
commission to see whether he might
qualify for any VA benefits, including
health care. In July, Carl was approved
for service-connected disability which
increased his income by about $1500
monthly. More importantly, Carl is now
enrolled in VA healthcare. This was a

major obstacle overcome, as Carl had
left some medical needs untended
because “I didn’t feel like I could afford
to pay out of pocket for that care,”
or afford the monthly premium that his
employer-provided health care offered.
Carl exited the SSVF program in May
2018. He has maintained his housing,
has shared custody of his daughter,
works full time and is more financially
stable than he’s been in a long time.
He has purchased a new car- a 2018
Honda Civic- and likes knowing that
he has a safe, reliable vehicle for his
daughter. His budgeting skills and
improved finances allow him to meet
his monthly obligations with ease, and
he is no longer struggling to survive
paycheck to paycheck.
Carl is working to improve his credit,
to chisel away at old debt and to avoid
incurring any new debt so that he
can purchase a home through the VA
Home loan program. He told his Case
Manager, “SSVF was so tremendously
helpful to me and directed me to all
the right channels. The program helped

Mary Ann McLaughlin
Arcpoint Labs of Newark OH
Larry Miller
Retired, Fiberglas Federal
Credit Union
Nate Strum
GROW Licking County CIC
Daniel Swick
HER Realtors

set me up to be in a stable position
more quickly than I thought possible.”
Congratulations, Carl, on your success
and the work you’ve done to create
a stable environment for your daughter.

*Financial Assistance provided through
the SSVF program consisted of only a
security deposit, one full month and
one partial month of rent assistance.
Connection to resources was the focus
of the Case Management services
provided over the 3 months Carl was
enrolled in the program.
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Could It Happen To You?
If asked to picture a homeless person,
many of us would come up with the
stereotype of an unshaven man, a little
down on his luck, maybe with a brown
paper bag or a knapsack beside him.
But do we ever think of “someone who
looks like me”?
Imagine working a full-time job and
having your own place. Then one day
you are feeling ill and decide to go
see the doctor. The diagnosis is stage
3 cancer. You are told that you need
to start radiation soon to try to fight
the cancer. You continue to work, but
eventually you can no longer keep it
up, so you must quit your job. You have
some money in your savings account,
but not enough to pay your rent for
very long. Once you lose your housing,
you have no one to turn to and no place
to go. You end up in a hotel using the
last of your savings to pay for your
room as you continue your treatments.
The radiation is not working and now
you almost have no money left in
your account.

That is exactly the situation Jill, a 46year old single woman, found herself
in a few months ago. Then, a social
worker from the hospital reached out
to a church to pay for her room until
she could find other housing. A call was
made to the Licking County Coalition
for Housing to see if there was any way
we could help. Jill came into our office,
shared her story and the staff began
to work on a housing plan. Jill entered
into our Licking County Coalition for
Housing Rapid Re-Housing program
(LCCHRR) in October, and is back in
a place of her own. She is applying for
Social Security Disability and preparing
for her remaining treatments with
support from her LCCH Case Manager.
There is no one reason that people
are homeless. Jill’s story shows that
homelessness can happen to any one
of us... you just never know! It’s so easy
to judge a book by its cover. Sometimes
we need to open the book and see what
the story is really about.

Staff Profile - Kelsy Noskowiak
Kelsy Noskowiak relocated to Newark
and joined the LCCH staff in September
2017, when LCCH became the grants
administrator for the Rapid Re-Housing
Ohio (RRHO) program. Kelsy is a
Program Coordinator for RRHO, which
financially serves about 300 families
each year throughout 80 counties
in Ohio. A typical day for Kelsy includes
following up with clients to link
them to the right housing resources,
communicating with other housing
agencies, and researching available
housing options for her clients.
Growing up in a large family in Ohio,
she was raised on the principle
“to always help the ones that need it the
most.” This philosophy has followed her
throughout her schooling and career
as she has worked to help the homeless
and victims of human trafficking.
Practical, compassionate and a tireless

advocate for her clients, Kelsy is a
licensed social worker with a Bachelor’s
Degree from the Ohio State University.
Somehow she manages to balance fulltime employment with graduate school,
internships and volunteer work, and
is on track to receive her Master’s
of Social Work next spring, also from
the Ohio State University.
Kelsy believes “every person is entitled
to affordable housing” and works
hard to make this possible for every
client who comes her way. (Read the
September issue of Home Pages to
hear more about the single-mother that
Kelsy helped to re-house after Hurricane
Irma). When she is not assisting
homeless families or busy with her
school work, she is hanging out with
her 8-year-old niece, saving injured
animals, or volunteering for S.O.A.P
outreach. (We’re not sure if she sleeps.)

The LCCH Rapid ReHousing Program
Although similar to our Transitional
Housing program, there are a few
key differences between Rapid Rehousing and Transitional Housing.
• The LCCH-RR program serves
income-eligible singles or couples
with no minor children in the home,
who meet the HUD definition of
homelessness.
• LCCH does not rent, manage or
furnish the apartments. The client
must sign a one-year lease with the
landlord and furnish the apartment.
LCCH does not have keys or provide
maintenance for the apartment.
• Each client is assigned a Case
Manager, who will work with
the client to develop a housing
plan, make a budget and identify
resources (AOD, Mental Health,
Food Pantry, etc.).
• LCCH will help with the deposit
and first month’s rent. Each month
the situation will be assessed
and the rental assistance will be
adjusted accordingly. Services can
continue for up to one year, as long
as the client abides by the program
contract.
• Transportation can be provided
for clients while they are in the
program.
• At this time, there is a waiting list
for the program.

Thanks to the Blue Aces
Field Hockey Team
Once again the Granville High School
Field Hockey Team stepped up to
provide supplies for our Transitional
Housing program and runners for our
5K. The Hockey for Homes supply drive
yielded approximately 247 household,
cleaning and personal care items, cash
donations and 17 runners for the Home
Run. This is the third year that the girls
and their fans have donated to LCCH
and we are grateful for their support!
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Runners Brave Cold for Sixth Annual Home Run
Wow! It was cold on the morning
of November 10. Really cold. But that
didn’t stop about 100 runners from
bundling up and participating in the
Sixth Annual Home Run.
The first runner to cross the finish line
was 14-year old Jonathon Holbrook,
who finished in a speedy 18:35.20. Even
more impressive, Jonathon was a repeat
winner who ran more than two minutes
faster than his 2017 winning time. Ella
Johnson, the first female to finish, was
also in the 14 and under category, and
finished the race in a very quick 22:10.7.
Senior runners did well too, with
Dr. Kitty Consolo winning the 60+ age
group for the women with a time of
27:09.7. The fastest male over 60,
Mark Bates, finished in 24:16.8 and all

3 medal winners in that category
finished in less than 30 minutes!
The Home Run included chip timing
for the first time this year and race
results as well as finish line photos,
which are available at itsyourrace.com.
You can also check out our Facebook
page for more race day pictures.
The event included walkers as well as
runners, and everyone got to enjoy
a picnic lunch after the race. This year
we also awarded more than 40 door
prizes! LCCH would like to thank City
Barbecue, Gordon Food Service, and
Tamarack Dairy for sponsoring this
year’s lunch, Mobile Power Wash for
providing the medals, and all of the
sponsors and prize contributors for
their generous support.

LCCH hosts the 5K run in November
as part of our National Homeless
Awareness Month activities. Keep your
fingers crossed for warmer weather and
plan to join us next year for the Seventh
Annual Home Run.

The frontrunners round the bend
and head for the last mile.

Congratulations to our Winners
Male

Female

First Overall

Jonathon Holbrook

Ella Johnson

14 & under

Caleb Rafferty
Corey Rafferty
Hunter Atherton

Ava Miller
Rose Bishoff
Charlie Palur

15–19

Brian Scott
Nick Hock
Peter Leithauser

Charlotte Mattimoe
Lauren Bennett
Sara Palur

20–29

Shayne Bishoff
Joseph Reichert
John Erickson

Sara Wiley
Samantha Perkins
Emily Noskowiak

30–39

Daniel Carpenter
Joe Arnold

Jennifer Byrd
Rachael Duck
Kate Stine

40–49

Jason Hill
Stephen Fujii
Bob Smith

Heather Cox
Anke Frahn
Misty Hill

50–59

Tim Stephens
Kevin Clouse
Mike Birkmeyer

Susan Haas
Rhonda Gibson
Shawn Marie Cooperrider

60–69

Mark Bates
Rennie Bare
Jim Dellner

Kitty Consolo
Marsha Schafer
Linda Shaw

The cold weather didn’t bother a
bundled-up Charlie Palur.

LCCH’s Ron Reed cooked the hot dogs,
with a little help from Howard Woods and
Kevin Clouse.

Sarah Wiley, the winner of women
20-29 category, brought her furry
friend to the race.
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Coordinated Entry Program - Third Quarter

The 5K course ran through the
beautiful Newark Campus.

Thank you!
LCCH would like to thank all of our
sponsors and prize contributors:
AMC Theatres
Becky & Jim Boardman
Bellezza Salon and Day Spa
City Barbecue
Dairy Queen
Eagle Riders #387
Elements @ DoubleTree
Family Video
Gordon Food Service
Hopewell Federal Credit Union
Houston Plumbing & Heating
Jimmy John’s
John Hinderer Honda
Jolly Pirate
Kroger
Layton Inc.
Licking County Health Department
Licking Memorial Health Systems
Longhorn Steakhouse
Mark Louden & Perry Shilling
Mobile Power Wash
Moe’s Original Barbecue
Newark Heath Power Washing
Aldridge Mead Chiropractic
Old Bag of Nails
Panda Express
Pizza Hut
Rainbow International
Raising Cane’s
Red Lobster
River Road Coffeehouse
Ross’ Granville Market
Shade on 30th
Tamarack Farms Dairy
Target
Texas Roadhouse
Tumbleweed
Unique Beautique
Whit’s Frozen Custard
Wilson’s Garden Center

Coordinated Entry (CE) is the process through which someone is entered into
the homeless assistance system. LCCH is the CE provider for Licking County.
NEW instances of homelessness, as reported to LCCH, for July through
September are below. This typically does not include those staying in the
Emergency Shelter.

July
25 households (33 people) presented as homeless
• 2 families (including 5 children) were escaping domestic violence
at New Beginnings
• 8 individuals were staying at the men’s shelter
• 6 households (5 singles and 1 family with 2 children) were staying in vehicles
• 5 single individuals were living on the streets
• 1 individual was struggling with mental illness and referred for a 3 day
psych evaluation
• 2 single individuals were living on the porch of an abandoned house
• 1 individual was living in a tent
• 1 family (2 children) had been approved for a housing voucher, but the unit
they planned to rent failed inspection. They were in emergency shelter until
another unit could be located. Rapid Re-Housing assisted with their deposit.

August
46 households (83 people) presented as homeless.
• 4 single women and 2 families (10 people) were escaping domestic violence
at New Beginnings
• 10 individuals were staying at a men’s shelter
• 9 people (1 single adult, 1 couple, 1 family with 4 children) were staying
at hotels
• 13 households (5 single adults, 1 couple, 7 families with children) were
staying in vehicles
• 12 households (11 single adults, 1 couple) were living on the street
• 1 household (1 adult and 5 children) were living on a porch
• 1 household was living in an abandoned house

September

24 households (40 people) presented as homeless.
• 1 single woman and 1 family (2 people) were escaping domestic violence
at New Beginnings
• 2 individuals were staying at a men’s shelter
• 6 people (2 single adults, 1 couple, 1 family) were staying at hotels
• 6 households (4 single adults, 2 families with children) were staying
in vehicles
• 8 households (6 single adults, 1 couple, 1 family with children) were living
on the street
• 2 households (2 families, each with 1 child) were living in storage sheds
• 1 household (2 adults and 1 child) were living in a tent
Two households (both single, elderly women) were housed as a result of
Coordinated Entries which occurred in September. Both women were housed
in a subsidized building for seniors where the amount of rent paid is 30% of
their income. The rent also includes utilities.
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We Love Our Volunteers
Two major volunteer events occur each
fall, and LCCH is fortunate to be the
beneficiary of both.
United Way Week of Caring, which
occurs each year in September,
provided enough volunteers to staff
two LCCH projects. Five associates
from Park National Bank pitched in to
paint the interior living space of one
of our single-family homes for adults
with developmental disabilities. Two
days later, 16 volunteers from Boeing
made short work of painting the interior
of one of our more difficult painting
projects-the interior of a Transitional
Housing unit with 12- foot ceilings.
PNB Cares, a volunteer initiative
by Park National Bank, provided
volunteer workers at five different sites.
In one week, PNB employees stripped
wallpaper from and painted a kitchen
in one of our developmental housing
properties, painted two bedrooms
in another, replaced a fence in the
backyard of a third, and mulched the
flower beds in a fourth. They also
tackled all of the punch-list items
in our Jefferson Street Transitional
Housing property.

The new fence looks wonderful, thanks
to Park National Bank employees who
participated in PNB Cares.

These volunteer events take a
tremendous amount of planning and
effort. We are grateful to the volunteers
who staff them, and also to the
organizers at the United Way
of Licking County and Park National
Bank. We had a few last minute changes
due to weather for both events, but the
volunteers were willing to roll with the
changes, switch sites, and do whatever
was requested of them without
complaint. For LCCH staff, it is always
a pleasure to get away from the office,
meet the volunteers, work with them,
and share a little bit about what we do.
The difference they make in one day
is enormous!

Park volunteers also participated in several
painting projects during United Way week
of Caring, this one at a single-family home
for developmentally disabled adults.

Boeing provided a huge crew to paint
the interior of one of our Transitional
Housing units in downtown Newark.

Children Learn What They Live
Generational poverty is defined as being
in poverty for two or more generations.
The National Center for Children in
Poverty reports that there are about
15 million children in the United States,
with 21% of all children living
in families with incomes below the
federal poverty threshold. Social and
economic hardships during early
adolescence can have a lasting effect
on children who grow up in lowincome homes. Poverty can cause poor
mental and physical health as well as
increase the risk of children developing
emotional or behavioral problems.
The U.S. Department of Education
report that students from ages 16 to
24 years old who are from low-income
families are seven times more likely
to drop-out of school.

Children who grow up in poverty
may lack skills to later change their
circumstances as adults due to learned
behavior and survival skills influenced
by their living environment. Children
who grow up in poverty may experience
hunger or a lack of food, as many
parents in low-income families work
unstable, minimum-wage jobs.
In Licking County, the minimum wage
is $8.30 per hour. Conversely, a living
wage for one adult and one child in
Licking County is $23.08 per hour.
For a family to be able to meet its basic
needs, the family’s income would need
to be two times the federal poverty
threshold.
Without a living wage and affordable
and available housing, the cycle
of generational poverty will continue
for many low-income families.

Over 3 million children in the U. S.
are living in families with incomes below
the federal poverty level.
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2018 Stand Down Serves Record Numbers
A Veteran Stand Down was held on
November 13, 2018 at the Canal
Market District/Gilbert Reese Pavilion
in downtown Newark. The event was
put on by the Licking County Veteran
Service Commission and the Licking
County Coalition of Housing, and
included 24 veteran Service Providers.
A total of 39 veterans signed in for the
event, which is a huge increase over
previous years. (Attendance in prior
years: 2015-16 Veterans, 2016- 20
Veterans, 2017-23 Veterans).
The activities started at 10:00 AM with
the Marine Corps League of Licking
County Detachment #602 delivering the
opening of the Stand Down, followed by
a speech addressing veterans from the
mayor of Newark, Mayor Jeff Hall. This
was followed by the keynote speaker
Jack Gurio, who enlisted in the Marine
Corps in 1965 and spent 20 months and
10 days in Vietnam. A 21 gun salute and
taps was also provided by the Marine
Corps League of Licking Counting
Detachment #602.
Veterans in attendance enjoyed a free
lunch and were able to register for
services. The organizations present
provided care packages with essential
hygiene kits, as well as blankets, gloves
and hats. The Stand Down also provided
a networking opportunity for veteran
service organizations and service
providers.

Thank you!
Thanks to everyone who provided
services to local veterans at the
2018 Stand Down.
American Legion Auxiliary 85
American Legion Licking County
Council
Boeing-BEVA
Central Ohio Technical College
Child Support Enforcement Agency
DVOP
Habitat for Humanity
Johnstown American Legion
Knights of Columbus
Licking County Coalition
for Housing/SSVF
Licking County Job & Family
Services
Licking Metropolitan Housing
Authority

The Canal Market District was full
of veterans and service providers
for this year’s Stand Down.

Lynette’s Country BBQ
Marine Corps League
Military Order of the Purple Heart
Nethers Salon
New Hope
Ohio Means Jobs
Southeast Ohio Legal Services
St. Vincent Haven
Steamroller Bagel Sandwiches
The American Red Cross
The Elks Lodge #391-Newark
The Main Place
The Salvation Army
True Core Federal Credit Union
VA Enrollment
VA Justice Outreach
VA Medical Unit
VA Mental Health

Knights of Columbus provided coffee,
water and doughnuts for the event.

The Marine Corps League of Licking
County Detachment #602 along with
Newark Mayor Jeff Hall and Keynote
Speaker Jack Gurio.

Valor Kevin’s House
Veteran Service Office

The Story of Two Wolves
An old Cherokee is teaching his
grandson about life:
“A fight is going on inside me,”
he said to the boy.
“It is a terrible fight and it is between
two wolves. One is evil–he is anger,
envy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance,
self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority,
lies, false pride, superiority, and ego.”
He continued, “The other is good – he is
joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility,
kindness, benevolence, empathy,
generosity, truth, compassion, and
faith. The same fight is going on inside
you–and inside every other person,
too.”
The grandson thought about it for a
minute and then asked his grandfather:
“Which wolf will win?”
The old Cherokee simply replied,
“The one you feed.”

Happy Holidays from LCCH!
Please consider a gift to LCCH this holiday season! Your contribution to our Capital Campaign
or Annual Fund can help us “bridge the gap” for those struggling to find or maintain housing.
LCCH P.O. Box 613 Newark, OH 43058-0613 or online at www.lcchousing.org
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