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Licking County Coalition for Housing

Contact Us

P.O. Box 613
23 South Park Place, Suite 200
Newark, Ohio 43058-0613

Toll Free
1-877-421-LCCH (5224)

Local Phone
(740) 345-1970

Fax
(740) 345-8826

Contact
info@lcchousing.org

Web
lcchousing.org

Our Mission
Our mission is to provide a 
community forum, to assess 
housing resources, to identify 
problems and to create solutions 
through collaboration.

Our Vision
A community where everyone has 
safe, stable, sustainable housing.

Find Us on Social Media

Home Pages by Email?

If you would rather receive this 
newsletter electronically, send us 
a quick email at info@lcchousing.
org and we will add you to our 
email address list and remove you 
from our snail mail address list.

Eagle Scout Project 
Enhances Home  
at Sunrise Drive
After months of planning, meetings with 
the residents of the home and neighbors, 
consulting with landscaping experts, 
raising funds and organizing personnel, 
Caleb Argyle received approval for his 
Eagle Scout Service Project. On a cold, 
dreary Saturday in late October, fellow 
Scouts of Troop 669, Leader Trent Ames, 
family and friends arrived to help dig holes, 
wrestle plantings, strategically install a 
bench for seating, and spread mulch in 
accordance with the design. 

“The new landscaping really makes great 
use of a corner of an otherwise awkwardly-
shaped property. I have always wanted to 
do something more interesting and useful 
with the back corner of this site that was 
once farmland,” said Deb Tegtmeyer, LCCH 
Executive Director. “Caleb honored my 
request - and the requests of the residents 
of this home - to include trees, bushes and 
plants that will live for a long time, bringing 
not only beauty but natural habitat back 
to the area. I can’t thank him and the 
volunteers enough for this wonderful effort.” 

Many thanks also to all the contributors  
to the project, who included John Klauder, 
Licking Memorial Health Systems, Park 
National Bank, Unipac, Jim Matesich, 
Southgate Corporation, Hoffmann 
Insurance, Lowes, Scott Peterson  
and Greg Baumer.

New landscaping include a red oak  
and red maple, contributions to the  

long-term beauty of the area!

Eagle Scout-hopeful Caleb Argyle (left), his 
mother, Leah, work with other volunteers to 

get the plantings in place as designed.

Granville Kiwanians 
Refurbish  
Donated Property
LCCH would like to thank the Granville 
Kiwanis Club for their DIY skills. Led by 
LCCH board member and treasurer,  
Roger Lossing, the group has taken  
on the project of refurbishing a home  
at 114 North Williams St, in Newark.  
The 2-story, 2-bedroom home was 
donated by a longtime friend of the 
agency, Mr. Chad Gummer, earlier this 
year. Improvements include upgrades  
to the kitchen and bath, new paint and new 
flooring. The goal is to have  
the property listed for sale by early 2018, 
with the proceeds of the sale being 
used for the capital campaign to make 
improvements and repairs at our N. 40th 
Street property (see page 7). Many thanks 
to Chad Gummer for his generosity, and 

to the Granville Kiwanis for undertaking 
this exciting project. Look forward to more 
information and pictures on our Facebook 
page, and in our March 2018 issue  
of Home Pages.

Granville Kiwanian Diane Preston and 
her husband Mel prep the walls for painting.

 Dave Thomas, Mike and Ann Birkmeyer and 
Roger Lossing take a break from the work.
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Executive Director’s Corner
Deb Tegtmeyer

Photo Courtesy

As I’m writing, I’m overhearing several 
staff members helping with final 
preparations for the 5th Annual Home 
Run 5K. As they work quickly in a highly-
organized fashion (thanks to Kathy 
Scott!), I hear lots of laughter, shared 
stories, and cordial decision-making 
as suggestions are discussed, then 
implemented. I smile. This is an amazing 
group of people.

This past year – all of 2017 – has been 
a very busy one for LCCH. We’ve taken 
on four new programs, in answer to 
requests by local and statewide program 
leadership, and in response to our own 
local housing needs.

In July, after an invitation by the 
Corporation for Supportive Housing 
(CSH) to consider expanding our re-entry 
housing services, we joined the newly-
formed Community Transitions Program 
(CTP) to provide housing services to 
individuals with substance abuse issues 
returning home from Ohio’s prisons. In 
partnership with CSH, CareSource and 
Behavioral Healthcare Partners of Central 
Ohio, new staff member Kim Foster has 
already worked with 12 individuals to 
find a safe place to live, employment, 
and support them in their efforts to 
maintain sobriety. With the additional 11 
individuals in the Returning Home Ohio 
(RHO) program on Kim’s caseload, there 

is clearly a need for these “returning 
citizens” programs to grow.

And as mentioned in our September 
Home Pages, LCCH has officially taken 
over the Rapid Re-Housing Ohio (RRHO) 
Program from The Salvation Army in 
Central Ohio. With three experienced 
staff members in Rachael Duck, 
Kelsy Noskowiak and Sabina Dorsey 
transferring to LCCH, the transition  
has proven to been a smooth one.  
I appreciate each of them jumping right 
into the RRHO transition, as well as 
fundraising activities here at LCCH, with 
enthusiasm.

Our efforts to expand Rapid Re-Housing 
options for Licking County led to  
a reallocation of HUD funds previously 
used for Transitional Housing to a new RR 
program for five individuals implemented 
in July. With the assistance of new staff 
member Lurinda Rivera-Graham and 
returning staff member Linda Little,  
our TH/RR staff is at full capacity.

We’ve taken on new leadership roles 
as we’ve continued to gain experience 
with our SSVF program, now recognized 
as one of the best in Ohio, if not the 
VA’s region VISN 10. We’ve begun the 
HUD-required implementation of a 
Coordinated Entry system for Licking 
County, in partnership with the many 
other organizations in Licking County 
working to end homelessness as quickly 
and permanently as possible for hundreds 
of families and adults each year. In this 
effort, we also continue to work with our 
partner agencies throughout Homeless 
Planning Region 9 – including Knox, 
Fairfield, Coshocton and Holmes counties 
– as well as the Ohio Balance of State (the 
80 counties outside the 8 metropolitan 
areas).  
Many thanks to new staff member  
Karen Holloway for her efforts to date  
in this challenging arena!

And we’re taking on new properties – 
again, as other organizations contact 
LCCH about their specific situations 
– and we’re happy to help. By the end 
of the year, we expect to add one more 
single-family home for adults with 
developmental disabilities to our roster, 
as well as another property owned by 

2017
LCCH Board of Directors

Mary Albright, President 
Reese Pyle Meyer, PLL

Melissa Will, Vice President 
Southeastern Ohio Legal Services

James Withers, Secretary 
Retired, The Kroger Company

Roger Lossing, Treasurer 
First Commonwealth Bank

Tyler Crall 
TrueCore Federal Credit Union

Rev. Jeff Gill 
Newark Central Christian Church

Darcy Grossett 
Park National Bank

Andrew Ickes 
Greystone Healthcare 
Newark Hills Health and Rehabilitation

Cyndi Layton 
Lepi & Associates

Julie Losego 
State Farm

Mary Ann McLaughlin 
Arcpoint of Columbus East

Larry Miller 
Retired, Fiberglas Federal Credit Union 

Daniel Swick 
HER Realtors

Julia Walden 
Granville Public Library

the T.J. Evans Foundation that we’ll use in 
conjunction with our homeless programs.

It is an honor and a privilege to work 
with this wonderful team, those who 
make up the staff at LCCH. I can’t thank 
them enough for all they do – for their 
respective clients, and for our community 
– on a daily basis.
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Thanks for Giving

We would like to thank David and 
Marcia Humphrey of Humphrey Drafting 
and Design for once again providing 
Thanksgiving meals to all of the families  
in our Transitional Housing program.  
They have been making sure that our 
families enjoy a traditional holiday meal  
for over 10 years now!

Thanks also to the Eagle Riders for 
providing Thanksgiving meals to 4 singles, 
and to the Staff from Marathon Pipeline, 
Heath Area for providing meals to  
2 veteran families in our SSVF program.

Their generosity is appreciated!

LCCH is excited to announce that 
beginning November 13th, we will be 
teaming up with Newark City Schools  
to provide kids in our Transitional 
Housing (TH) program help with 
homework after school. This “Tutoring 
Time” will take place every Monday  
and Thursday. Sessions will be held from 
4:00 PM to 6:00 PM in the Resource 
Room at LCCH’s 40th St. location and 
will be available to all children living in 
LCCH units. 

Students in the Resource Room will 
have access to books, puzzles, games 
and computers to help them stay 
engaged in their school work.  
In addition to resources, snacks and 
drinks will be provided to the kids 
attending tutoring sessions. Hopefully 
food will incentivize kids and help them 
enjoy doing their homework. 

Newark school teachers Polly Ziegler, 
Kathryn Shay-Sutton, Stephanie Kerr, 
and Jamel Ammons will be reviewing 
assignments with students and 
helping them in any subject they need 
assistance with. This could include 
anything from algebra to book reports. 

This collaboration came about with the 
help of Tara Boyer, Newark City School 
District’s local homelessness liaison. 
The ten school districts in the area each 
have their own local homelessness 
education liaisons, in compliance with 
the McKinney-Vento Act. These local 
liaisons connect students and their 
families to community resources and 
educational opportunities to promote 
academic achievement. Along with 
requiring public schools to appoint 
a local homelessness liaison, the 
McKinney-Vento Act ensures that 
students living in homeless situations 
receive quality public education and 
are able to attend their original school, 
regardless of relocation. This legislation 
is a central part of addressing the needs 
of TH residents and providing them 
equal educational opportunities. 

LCCH is extremely grateful to Newark 
City Schools for offering the kids in TH 
an opportunity to further their academic 
success. There are approximately 25 
children in the program at this time,  
and we are optimistic about its impact.

Newark City Schools to Provide Tutors  
for Students in Transitional Housing 

Tasty Fundraiser

LCCH kicked off National 
Homeless Awareness Month 
with a fundraiser at Chipotle 
Mexican Grill on November 1st. 
All sales at the North 21st Street 
restaurant, made between 4:00 
and 9:00 PM to customers with 
LCCH flyers qualified for a 50% 
donation. Over $500 was raised 
for LCCH programs. Thank you to 
Chipotle for the donation, and to 
all who supported LCCH through 
their purchase! 

The Community Transition Program 
(CTP) is specifically designed to meet 
the housing and service needs of those 
individuals who have been diagnosed 
with severe addictions and recently 
released by the Ohio Department of 
Rehabilitation and Corrections. CTP is a 
temporary or permanent program based 
on an assessment that individuals take 
while incarcerated, which determines 
their risk of homelessness upon release. 
CTP will place individuals that have 
been recently released into housing of 
their own and will provide assistance in 
obtaining the services that enable them 
to live as independently as possible.  
The program is grant funded by Care 
Source, OhioMHAS and the Corporation 
for Supportive Housing. The Licking 
County Coalition for Housing currently 

has nine individuals participating  
in the program. 

The Returning Home Ohio (RHO) 
program is designed to meet the 
housing needs of those with a qualifying 
mental illness, that  
have been released from prison. 
LCCH currently has eleven individuals 
participating in the program with  
four recently employed and soon to be 
paying a portion of their own rent.  
RHO is funded by the Ohio Department 
of Rehabilitation and Corrections and 
the Corporation for Supportive Housing.

Both re-entry housing programs focus 
on providing supports which will 
prevent re-offenses and  
reduce recidivism.

Options for Re-Entering the Community

Dave and Marcia Humphrey  
have been providing Thanksgiving Meals  

to LCCH clients for over a decade.
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The Granville Field Hockey Team came 
through in a big way for LCCH, with 
their second annual Hockey for Homes 
donation drive. Their collection efforts 
were expanded this year to include drop 
off events at their home game  
on September 16 (which they won  
against Olentangy Orange), collection 
boxes in the school and at the library,  
and a second drop off event at the  
Granville Homecoming football game  
on September 22. In a heartwarming  
display of sportsmanship and generosity,  
the Hilliard field hockey team also  
contributed household items at their 
game on September 21. In addition  

From May to October each year since 
2012, LCCH has set up a booth at the 
Granville Farmers Market in partnership 
with River Road Coffeehouse. The coffee 
booth has served as both a fundraising 
and marketing effort for LCCH over 
the years, with folks stopping by to ask 
questions about LCCH, offering donations, 
exploring opportunities to get involved 
in local housing issues, and occasionally 
seeking advice for a friend or loved one 
that is facing housing challenges.

It takes a lot of dedicated volunteers and 
staff to make sure that delicious hot coffee 
and other beverages are ready to go when 

Hockey For Homes

Granville Farmers Market Thanks!

to the household items collected, they 
used cash donations raised through 
T-shirt sales and a bake sale to purchase 
items from our shopping list, encouraged 
cash donations and solicited registrations 
for the Home Run 5K, which was held 
November 11th. The results of this year’s 
effort are impressive: 865 household, 
cleaning and personal care items were 
donated, with an approximate value of 
$3786. Cash donations to the agency 
totaled $280 and 45 Home Run 5K 
registrations were collected. We are 
sincerely grateful to the athletes, Granville 
Field Hockey families and the Granville 
community for their generosity. We would 
also like to congratulate the team for a 
record-breaking, undefeated season.

the Market bell rings at 8:30 a.m. each 
Saturday morning. The 2017 season was 
no different. We want to thank the 18 
volunteers (including 9 members of the 
LCCH Board of Directors) and 11 staff 
who took time to participate this year. And 
a very special thanks to Tim and Brenda 
O’Keefe, Jim Withers, Kevin Clouse, Tyler 
Crall and Ron Reed who spent five or more 
Saturdays at the Market this season!! We 
also want to thank Mann Legal Services for 
sponsoring the booth again this year.

See you next season - beginning with  
the Great Granville Garage Sale  
on May 5, 2018!

Gloria entered the LCCH Transitional 
Housing (TH) program in January of 
2017. She came into TH directly from the 
Salvation Army emergency shelter.  
“When I entered the shelter, that was really 
the low point of my life. But it put me on 
the path to meet some really amazing, 
supportive people.”

While in TH she continued to work with 
The Main Place and The Woodlands. 
Besides attending her counseling, Gloria 
worked hard to recover from a past which 
included alcohol and drug abuse. She also 
worked diligently with her doctor and case 
manager trying to get her social security 
disability approved. Although the case is 

Pay-It-Forward still pending at this time, she has lined  
up part-time employment.

In June 2017, Gloria received a Shelter 
Plus Care voucher and left the TH 
program for permanent housing. When 
she moved out of her LCCH apartment, 
she left a cupboard full of food and words 
of encouragement for the next tenant. 
“I believe in paying-it-forward”, she said, 
matter-of-factly.

On November 8, 2017 Gloria celebrated  
19 months of sobriety. She continues  
to advocate for recovery and speaks  
to groups about her experience.  
On November 17, 2017, Gloria spoke at the 
LCCH Annual Meeting, and stated  
that “When I got the call that my apartment 
was ready, that was the best “high” I have 
ever had.” 

Brenda and Tim O’Keefe greet 
patrons of the LCCH coffee booth 
at the Granville Farmers Market.

The Hilliard Lynx field hockey team joined 
the Granville Blue Aces in supporting LCCH  

at their Sept 21 game. 

The Hockey for Homes effort resulted  
in the donation of 865 household,  

personal and cleaning items for our clients!

Gloria shared her warm wishes 
for a bright future with the next tenant 

to enter her former apartment.
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Despite unofficial record low 
temperatures on November 11th,  
we had record high attendance at our 
Fifth Annual Home Run 5K. Over 120 
people participated in the event to raise 
funds and awareness for homeless 
prevention in Licking County. 

Times were impressive this year! The first 
to cross the finish line was Jon Holbrook, 
age 13, from Hebron. He finished the 
course in 20:54 and took home the medal 
for first place male. The medal for first 
place female went to Marthena Harms, 
age 42, from Granville, with a time of 
24:37. Harms was the fourth place finisher 
overall. Thanks to Tamarack Farms Dairy, 
both went home with a $50 Kroger gift 
card along with their medals. First and 
second place finishers in each age group 
also took home medals. See the box at left 
for a complete list  
of medal winners.

The event was fun for young and old, with 
participants ranging in age from 2 to 68. 
The Granville Field Hockey team was well 
represented, with close to 40 runners/
walkers from the team, friends and family. 
Other groups participating were The Main 
Place, Eagle Riders, LCCH and Denison 
University. Over 35 door prizes were 
awarded and everyone enjoyed the DJ 
and a free lunch. 

As the race was run on Veteran’s Day this 
year, it seemed appropriate to highlight 
the work that our Supportive Services 
for Veteran Families program does to 
house veterans. 93 veteran households 
were either moved from homelessness 
to housing, or provided with financial 
assistance to prevent losing them from 
losing their home this program year.

For more pictures of the event, please see 
our Facebook page. Complete results are 
available on our website  
www.lcchousing.org

LCCH would like to thank all of our 
sponsors and prize contributors: 

Aldridge-Mead Chiropractic 
Bellezza Salon and Day Spa 
Branstool Orchards 
Chipotle Mexican Grill 
City Barbecue 
Country Club Coffee House 
Creno’s Pizza 
Crossfit Torsion 
Dairy Queen 
DoubleTree by Hilton 
Englefield Oil Co. 
First Federal Savings 
Giant Eagle 
Good Guys Garage 
Greystone Health Network 
Healthy Trio Nutrition 
Heath Street Department 
Hopewell Federal Credit Union 
Houston Plumbing & Heating 
Jolly Pirate 
Layton, Inc. 
Licking County Health Department 
Licking Memorial Health Systems 
Longhorn Steakhouse 
Moe’s Original Barbecue 
Ohio Health 
Old Bag of Nails 
Panda Express 
Pizza Hut 
Rainbow International 
River Road Coffeehouse 
Ross’s Granville Market 
Subway 
Tamarack Farms Dairy 
Target 
Texas Roadhouse 
Tim Hortons 
Tumbleweed 
Vega Boys DJ Service 
Walmart 
Whit’s Frozen Custard 
Wilson’s Garden Center

Thank You!

Record Attendance at Home Run 5K 

 
Gold and Silver

Medals were awarded to the first and second place finishers  
in each age group. Congratulations to ALL!

  
Overall Gold
14&Under

15-19

20-29

30-39

40-49

50-59

60+

         Male
Jon Holbrook 
Ethan Nichols
Caleb Lent 
Colton Dorsey 
Peter Leithauser
Josh Lenhart
Bradey Moore 
Andrew Riemer 
Joe Arnold
Kevin Wenger
Todd Harms 
Doug Shepard
Ed Westerheide
Chuck Shepard 
Doug Price 

           Female
Marthena Harms
Christl Blaha
Paige Hartshorn
Claire Killiany
Hannah Hartshorn
Sara Wiley 
Kelsea Brown
Kim Braddock
Michelle Newman-Brady
Anke Frahn
Tracy Crommes
Jan Shepard
Carolyn Redman
Terri Eley
Laura Van Deusen

First Place finishers,  
Jon Holbrook and Marthena Harms. And they’re off! All 120+!

The Jon Lent Family



HOME PAGES NEWSLETTERHOME PAGES NEWSLETTER

FREE Tax Preparation Begins January 24
LCCH will once again be offering 
FREE income tax preparation to low 
and moderate-income taxpayers 
through the IRS-sponsored Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program. 
Beginning the last week of January 
and continuing through April 14th, 
community volunteers and LCCH staff 
will be preparing and e-filing federal, 
state and school income tax returns 
for taxpayers, at no charge. Most 
taxpayers with an Adjusted Gross 
Income of $54,000 or less are eligible 
for this service. (Personal returns only, 
no business returns, or rental income. 
Some advanced issues are not in 
scope for VITA). Taxes are prepared by 
appointment and on a walk-in basis, 
four days a week, at several locations in 

Licking County. (See the box below  
for schedule.) Call 740-345-1970 
extension 224 for information, or 
extension 200 for an appointment. 

LCCH has been offering VITA services 
since 2006 as a way to help more 
taxpayers collect their full refunds, 
and avoid the fees and high interest 
rates associated with commercial tax 
preparation. In 2017, 25 community 
volunteers gave 868 hours to the 
program and helped to prepare 1142 
returns. $1,542,170.00 in Federal  
and State refunds was collected by  
our VITA clients. Funding for the 
program is provided by State Farm,  
The Internal Revenue Service and 
United Way of Licking County. 

VITA Schedule

VITA Schedule

Taxes are prepared at the 
following times and locations: 

Mondays, Jan 29-Apr 9
Licking County Library,  
Main Branch
12:30-6:30 PM
Appointments and walk-in

Wednesdays, Jan 24-Apr 11
Ohio Means Jobs
10:00 AM-3:30 PM
Appointments only

Thursdays Jan 25-Feb 15
OSU-N/COTC Campus
Warner Library
2:00-7:00 PM
Appointments and walk-in

Thursdays Feb 22-Apr 12
LCCH Office
4:30-7:30 PM
Appointments only

Saturdays
Jan 27-Apr 14
LCCH Office
9:00 AM-Noon
Appointments and walk-in

Volunteer tax preparers are still 
needed for the 2018 season. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to 
have a real impact on someone’s 
finances and make a difference in 
their life. Computer competency 
and basic understanding of tax 
issues required. Tax law training 
and IRS certification may be done 
online or through classes lead by 
LCCH staff. (Training classes start 
this month, so let us know asap if 
you are interested!) A commitment 
of approximately 4 hours per week 
is required throughout the filing 
season. Please email Kathy Scott 
(kscott@lcchousing.org)  
if you would like to volunteer. 

RequirementsVITA Schedule

Volunteer Tax Preparers

$54,000 income limit.

Personal returns only-no businesses.

Photo ID and SS card required for all 
taxpayers.

SS card required for all dependents.

Bank account & routing numbers  
required for direct deposit.

Bring all tax forms and documents.

• W-2, 1099s, 1098-T, SS 
statement.

• Health insurance forms 1095 
A,B,C.

• Student loan statement(s).

• Receipts for childcare (w/ SS#  
or tax ID of provider).

• Receipts/statements for 
deductions (Mortgage, property 
tax, medical statements).

• Copy of last years return 
(optional).

Both spouses are required for 
Married Filing Joint returns.

Some restrictions apply, some issues  
are not in scope for VITA.

Plan Your Giving

Give us your tired, your poor....
Tired of being taxed, you poor 
taxpayers? 

Don’t need that Required 
Minimum Distribution (RMD) 
that the IRS makes you take 
from your IRA or retirement 
plan? Avoid paying tax, and help 
the Licking County Coalition for 
Housing bring folks out of the 
cold. You can contribute your 
RMD to LCCH and warm the 
hearts of the homeless. And tell 
the IRS to “chill.” Call us today, 
and we’ll show you how to do it! 

Roger Lossing, CPA, JD, CFP 
LCCH Board of Directors 
614-395-4464
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Why a Capital 
Campaign?
By Ron Reed,  
Maintenance Coordinator

Everyone knows the main mission of the 
Licking County Coalition for Housing is  
to eliminate homelessness one 
household at a time. One of the ways 
we accomplish that is with a small 
apartment complex built in 1986 as 
a treatment facility for Shepherd Hill. 
Acquired by LCCH in 1999, it is now used 
as transitional housing for families, who 
are frequently former residents of the 
local homeless and domestic violence 
shelters. Here at the coalition, we refer to 
this place as “40th”.  
The people that live there refer to it  
as simply, “Home”.

Like all things that get used constantly, 
40th is succumbing to the ravages of 
age and even misuse. Although the 
maintenance staff works diligently  
to maintain the building to the highest 
standards, there are several major 
projects that require corrective actions 
and the funds to accomplish them.  
 
Let’s start at the top and work our  
way down. 

• After a minor leak near one of the 
vent stacks, we discovered that all the 
vent stacks are in need of resealing. 
Also, the edges of the rubber roofing 

material require stretching and 
securing to extend the useful life of  
the roof.

• Also related to rainwater, the gutter 
system needs repair to allow for  
a better flow of water away from the 
roof, which in turn prevents further 
wood rot around the drains and 
gutters.

• Walking around the building, one 
can’t help but notice the deplorable 
condition of the old plywood siding 
which is rotting from the bottom 
upward. Nothing gives instant visual 
curb appeal and additional protection 
from the weather like fresh new 
vinyl siding and 40th is the perfect 
candidate for just that.

• Since we frequently house clients 
that are victims of domestic violence, 
security is a major concern for LCCH. 
With that in mind, additional outside 
lighting to illuminate the sidewalk  
and parking lot areas, along with 
motion sensor lights on the corner of 
the buildings would go a long way  
to insuring a more secure environment 
for our clients. 

• Another security item, the addition of  
a surveillance camera system,  
both inside and outside the buildings,  
would increase the safety of our clients 
and reduce damage to the property as 
well. The installation of a 16 channel 
system with DVR capabilities would 
deter vandalism and provide a way to 
monitor the property.

• Inside, the buildings are also showing 
their age-with original vinyl flooring 
and wallcovering that has seen better 
days. As some of the tiles are cracked 
and lifting from the floors, a tripping 
hazard exists in the corridors. 

• The carpet in all 14 apartments is 
showing serious signs of wear and 
tear. We have started using a high-
quality laminate flooring, with great 
success, and would like to continue to 
replace the carpet in all units. 

• If one’s home is a castle, the thrones in 
our castle are literally falling through 
the floor. Due to water damage and 
inadequate sub-flooring, several toilets 
have become unstable, and floor 
structures have been replaced to keep 
residents from being de-throned. 

Hello Capital Campaign! We need 
your help to fund these crucial repairs 
and improvements. The target for 
our Capital Campaign is $120,000. 
Southgate Corporation and Granville 
Public Library have started us off with 
much-needed contributions, but we still 
have a long way to go. With our talented 
maintenance staff providing the labor 
and your help to provide the building 
materials, we can correct these issues 
and make these units a great stop over 
for so many people who really just need 
a safe place to help themselves.

Staff Profile
Lurinda Rivera-Graham 

Lurinda Rivera-Graham joined the LCCH 
staff as a full-time Housing Services 
Coordinator for the Transitional Housing 
program in June of 2017.    She was a 
familiar face, however, as she had spent 
the previous nine months in the office 
as a practicum student.

A 2012 graduate of Northridge High 
School, Lurinda is a long-time resident 
of Alexandria. She worked two jobs 
throughout college, with positions 
in food service and at the OSU-
Newark Warner Library. She was also 
active in student life and co-founded 
the nonprofit organization Global 

Community K-5 which collects funds 
and school supplies for low-income 
schools in the US and abroad.  
She began her Social Work practicum  
at LCCH in August of 2016 and 
graduated from the Ohio State 
University with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Social Work and a minor in Substance 
Misuse and Addiction in May of 2017. 
One of the skills she has learned while 
at LCCH is how to communicate with 
clients, “to be open and honest while 
still respecting boundaries. To know 
how to ask the tough questions without 
being stern or unlikeable.”

Lurinda loves to travel and celebrated 
her graduation with a 3-week OSU 
Alumni Association tour of Europe.  
She also began working on her Master’s 
in Social Work, with a concentration in 

Substance Abuse and Mental Health, 
through the ASAP program at OSU 
main campus. She expects to complete 
her degree in 2019.

Lurinda likes the small, friendly 
atmosphere at LCCH, and the fact that 
she can turn to other staff members 
for resources to help her clients. She 
enjoys working with people who are 
committed to making a change in their 
situation, and believes “that there is 
something to be learned from every 
client…..about their issues, or attitude 
or characteristics.”
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Rapid Re-Housing  
Works for Homeless 
Couple
By Karen Holloway
Coordinated Entry Specialist

Patricia and Herschel presented 
to LCCH on October 12, 2017 for 
coordinated entry. Through the 
coordinated entry process, LCCH staff 
assess housing options and refers 
homeless individuals to the services 
and programs that can help them. This 
couple was living in their daughters’ 
garage. This situation was not working 
for several reasons: Herschel had major 
surgery the week before, their daughter 
is on a Licking Metropolitan Housing 
Authority voucher, and it was starting to 
get cold out.

Herschel was still healing from surgery 
on the 4th of October to remove a 
portion of his lung. The garage they 
were staying in was a typical two car 
garage. There was stuff stored in the 
garage, it had a cement floor and no 
insulation. The family was concerned 

about Herschel getting an infection 
from the recent surgery and residing in 
an environment that was not designed 
for habitation.

Moving in with their daughter was not 
an option. Having others live with you 
is not permitted while on subsidized 
housing. Their daughter was afraid 
that she would be evicted and lose her 
housing subsidy if her parents did not 
find their own place very soon.  
An eviction for violating the guidelines 
of the program would also greatly 
hinder her chances of finding another 
subsidized housing unit.

I went to the garage where this couple 
was residing and filled out paperwork 
for Homeless Crisis Response Program 
(HCRP) Rapid Re-housing with them.  
Both Patricia and Herschel receive 
disability. This income further limits 
their housing options as there is 
no opportunity for their income 
to increase. As soon as Patricia 
understood what HCRP Rapid Re-
housing could do, she immediately set 
to work locating housing. She looked  
at three apartments that evening and 
set up an appointment for inspection 
the following Monday. Before that 

Monday arrived, Patricia had found yet 
another place and they were able to 
complete the inspection and move in  
on Friday the 13th of October.

HCRP Rapid Re-housing paid their 
deposit, the remainder of October’s 
rent and all of November’s rent. Today, 
Herschel is still healing. They are still 
struggling to repay past debt but 
are very happy with their apartment. 
Both Patricia and Herschel are very 
appreciative of the assistance they  
were given in getting a place to live. 

Rapid re-housing is a method of getting 
individuals who are homeless (according 
to HUD standards) quickly into housing, 
with a lease in their own name. The 
clients must locate their own housing, 
but assistance for deposit and rent is 
paid by the program. In addition to 
HCRP, other LCCH programs which 
include rapid re-housing components 
are: Rapid Re-Housing Ohio for families 
with minor children in the home, 
Supportive Services for Veteran Families 
for veterans and Transition in Place for 
single adults. Eligibility requirements 
vary by funding source.

Veterans Attend Stand Down
The 2017 Licking County Veteran Stand 
Down which took place on October 24th 
from 9:00AM–1:00PM at the Veterans 
Park on South 6th Street aimed to 
link veterans with the various services 
offered in the Licking County area, such 
as VA healthcare, housing services, 
legal services, VA benefits, free haircut 
coupons, employment services, and a hot 
meal. The Stand Down had a consistent 
stream of veterans throughout the day.  
The Knights of Columbus offered the 
hot meals for all in attendance. Veterans 
were encouraged to visit each of the 
organization’s tented tables and were 
given information on the services that 
each agency can provide.  
11 organizations were represented  
at the event and 23 veterans attended 
despite the inclement weather.  
One veteran identified himself as 
being homeless and was immediately 
referred to the Licking County Coalition 

for Housing (LCCH). Hot coffee was 
provided along with warm fleece jackets, 
gloves, hats, and backpacks filled 
with other various cold weather items. 
Participation at this year’s event was the 
highest in the Licking County Veteran 
Stand Down’s history. 

For more information about housing 
assistance available to veterans,  
contact LCCH and ask about the 
Supportive Services for Veteran Families 
(SSVF) program.

Jim Durant and Ryan Shock (left) represent LCCH 
at the Licking County Veteran Service Commission’s Mobile unit, 

with LCVSC staff members (right).
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Building Up: 
People, Programs and Properties
LCCH was thrilled to host approximately  
150 people at our Annual Meeting  
and Luncheon on Friday, November 17, 
2017. The event, which was held at the 
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel in downtown 
Newark, is our chance to thank our 
supporters and to highlight what has 
taken place in the agency over the past 
year.

After the invocation, which was delivered 
by Reverend Jeff Gill of Central Christian 
Church, LCCH Executive Director Deb 
Tegtmeyer thanked our sponsors, 
acknowledged new staff and board 
members and highlighted some of the 
successes of LCCH programs. Mary 
Albright, the President of the LCCH Board 
of Directors thanked outgoing board 
members Michele Layman, Julia Walden, 
Cindy Layton and 9-year member and 
current Vice President Melissa Will for 
their service. 

Building Up: People, Programs and 
Properties was the title of this year’s 
presentation, and focused on the growth 
that has occurred in the agency in 2017. 
In the last year, LCCH has added four 
programs (Coordinated Entry, Community 
Transitions Program, Rapid Re-Housing 
Ohio and LCCH Rapid Re-Housing), nine 
staff members in seven new positions,  
and served over 3600 people. 

We have made improvements to our 
Transitional Housing units, acquired 
two additional properties and are in the 
process of purchasing a 13th single family 
home for adults with developmental 
disabilities. More improvements are 
planned to our 40th Street family housing 
complex, once sufficient funds are raised 
to complete them. (See Capital Campaign, 
page 7).

The highlight of the afternoon, however, 
was a candid speech by Gloria, a former 
client of our Transitional Housing program. 
Her first-hand account of what it felt like  
to “couch surf” for over a year, enter 
emergency shelter, move into her LCCH 
apartment, and eventually her own 
apartment was tremendously moving.  
“You have restored my faith in humanity”  
she said. “I now know that there are people 
who care.” (See page 8 for more about 
Gloria’s success.)

The luncheon was followed by a meeting 
of the LCCH Board of Directors, who 
approved the audited financial statements 
for FY 2016-2017 and 2016 Form 990, 
reappointed Jim Withers and appointed 
Dennis Harrington and Jennifer Collins 
to three-year terms on the board, and 
approved the following members as 
officers for 2018: Mary Albright, President; 
Tyler Crall, Vice-President; Roger Lossing, 
Treasurer; and Jim Withers, Secretary.

Thank You!

“Thank you again for including me. I am truly amazed at how much good work you all do. 
I’m honored to have been given the opportunity to tell you how much you have impacted 
my life. I owe you so much.”  

- Gloria, former Transitional Housing client, 2017 
LCCH Annual Meeting speaker.

Dance Out Homelessness!

LCCH was thrilled to join the 
kindergarten through fifth grade 
students of Utica Elementary on 
November 20th, for the final dance 
of their Dance Out Homelessness 
fundraiser. Each day for the previous  
2 weeks, students could donate a 
quarter for a chance to enter their 
song into a drawing. At the end of 
the day, the winning song was drawn 
and all of the students danced to 
it. Their efforts raised $250 to end 
homelessness in Licking County, one 
quarter at a time! We are so grateful 
for their contribution. Thanks to all 
of the students and staff, and to Ms. 
Kambra Ridgeway for organizing it. 

The fifth grade students of Utica 
Elementary, after their Dance Out 

Homelessness assembly.

LCCH would like to thank the sponsors 
of our 2017 Annual Meeting and 
Luncheon:

Gold Sponsor

•  Park National Bank

Silver Sponsors

•  Greystone Healthcare

•  The Energy Cooperative

•  Equity Resources

•  Licking Memorial Health Systems

•  Tim Coconour

Table

•  HW & Co.

•  Madison-Collins-Stephens Agency

•  Reese Pyle Meyer, PLL

•  TrueCore Foundation


